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Sunday, April 10th Contact Prayer Team, 
Aimie Lalas, Fritz Velasquez, Chip & 
Darrellen Graves reported: 

 Prayer for a Sister whose daughter was T-boned by a 
drunk driver, but she is home, some bruises and 
bleeding, but she is fine.  Prayers for physical healing 
and emotional healing from the accident trauma. 
Also that this would bring her (the daughter) and her 
husband to turn their lives towards the Lord, and prayer 
for the drunk driver. 

Prayer for a young woman, for wisdom and direction 
on how to proceed with her current romantic 
relationship.  He loves Jesus, but she's not sure if they 
are either unequally yoked or if it is more that they need 
to work communication and vulnerability. Praying that 
God would direct her with clarity in next steps 
regardless if they will stay together or not. 

Prayer for a young woman obviously distressed and 
troubled.  First time at Reality, left in tears, but stopped 
to allow a Prayer Partner to pray with her.  Prayed for her 
marriage and friends. 

C o n t a c t  P r a y e r  N o t e s

W ar is not a good concept in our society.  We seem to think 
we should be able to eradicate it, that it shouldn’t happen, 
and when it does, it’s disastrous.  Which is true.  God’s plan 

was never for humans to enter the field of battle and kill one another.  
Imagine all the progress that is foregone as we spend precious time and 
resources rebuilding what we’ve destroyed in war.  When war occurs, it is 
always accompanied by great tragedy.  Families lose their fathers and 
sons, innocent children are killed and orphaned.  One thing, though, is 
different between our view of warfare and the biblical view.  The Bible 
assumes a connection between what occurs in the spiritual realm and 
what happens on earth, and it presupposes that there is an ongoing 
rebellion against God’s authority in the heavenlies that, in some way we 
cannot fully understand, causes much of the distress, discord and even 
war that occurs on earth (Ephesians 6:12; 2 Corinthians 10:4)  Our 
modern world has discarded this supernatural, apocalyptic worldview, 
and replaced it with a secular, human-centered worldview.  In the Bible, 
war is a consequence of sin and a fact of life, both in heaven and on 
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earth.  Somehow we’ve forgotten this.  The way we often pray is what we 
might call, “little answerables,” the everyday “fix it” needs of our lives. Life 
is going along all right. Something happens to upset it, and we pray, 
asking for help to get back to normal. Not wrong, necessarily, but 
perhaps less than we might pray for.  Many of us have a sense of 
entitlement that our lives should be good and free from suffering. Paul 
prayed differently.  He uses an image in Colossians 4:12, writing about a 
friend who was well-known at the church in Colossae, named Epaphras: 
“Epaphras, who is one of you and a servant of Christ Jesus, sends greetings. He is always 
wrestling in prayer for you, that you may stand firm in all the will of God, mature and 
fully assured.” If we were wanting people to pray for us, how many of us 
would use the terminology that Paul used: “…join me in my struggle,” “…
wrestling in prayer.” These are warfare terms!  in 2 Corinthians 1:8-11. He 
talks about all the hardships he has been through as a missionary. He 
says: “We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about the hardships we suffered in 
the province of Asia. We were under great pressure, far beyond our ability to endure, so that 
we despaired even of life. Indeed in our hearts we felt the sentence of death. But this 
happened that we might not rely on ourselves but on God, who raises the dead. He has 
delivered us from such a deadly peril, and He will deliver us.” Paul and his missionary 
band had sensed that death could come to them at any moment. But 
then he goes on to say: “On Him we have set our hope that He will continue to 
deliver us, as you help us by your prayers. Then many will give thanks on our behalf for the 
gracious favor granted us in answer to the prayers of many.”   Where do you suppose 
Paul got this buoyant optimism?  It came from the central fact of 
Christianity; the Resurrection of Jesus. Jesus conquered death!  Once 
death holds no terror for us, everything else, though still important in 
day-to-day terms, is ultimately inconsequential.  Understanding the 
resurrection of Jesus draws us back into the supernatural, apocalyptic 
worldview of Scripture and changes our perspective on literally 
everything else.  The priorities of our life no longer center on today’s 
troubles.   
“These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will 
have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.””  

John 16:33 

So, does this mean we should stop praying for the “little answerables”?  
Absolutely not!  But sometimes we focus so intently on what we want 
God to do that we may miss the bigger picture of what He is doing.  The 
Holy Spirit is available to help us refocus our prayer, so that we are always 
praying in His will (Romans 8:26-27). The resurrection of Jesus 
established the Kingdom of God in the world.  But its full effect has not 
yet been realized in the world.  This is our everyday warfare, and the 
warfare we are engaged in.  This Resurrection Sunday, as we wrestle 
with our daily lives, let’s also remember what God is doing in the world 
and what He has planned for the future: 
“For the earth will be filled With the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, As the waters cover 
the sea.”  

Habakkuk 2:14 

O n g o i n g  P r a y e r  N o t e s  
Please continue to pray for Tanner Klein as he 
explores his new career steps and a new job, as 
he is “On Mission” for Jesus in Europe.   Just after 
last week’s Update was publish Tanner wrote:  
“Lord willing, I will to leave Berlin at the start of 
next week, head to Valencia (Spain) for the next 
three weeks, potentially visit Ireland and/or 
Denmark on work trips, then settle in London for 
the next couple of months. God knows! Praise 
God, I get to follow Jesus as He leads me in the 
way everlasting.  Thank you in advance for 
sharing this prayer request with our family in 
faith.”  
Continue to pray for Matt & Amber Smith.  
Thanks be to God, Matt now has a job and can 
work from anywhere, so they’re looking for an 
apartment in Carpinteria.  Amber is feeling 
better now, pray that her recovery continues 
apace. 
Please continue to pray for Ashley’s ongoing 
medical issues and her children’s future remains 
uncertain due to her ex-husband’s unexpected 
and untimely death. 
Please Continue Praying for Aaron Cronen, 
recovering from surgery again.  Pray for 
complete healing, and that this is the last surgery 
required.  Please pray for Addie, who fell down 
the stairs last Sunday.  

T  his is now the third week of Ramadan,  when 
Muslims worldwide are devoting themselves 
to prayer and fasting, let’s ask Jesus to reveal 
Himself in miraculous ways. 

Pray for the Muslim World 
During Their Holy Days

 Click here to Download a 30 Day 
Guide to Prayer for the Muslim World
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