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Sunday, July 10th Contact Prayer Team, Rob & Deb 
Cozort, Darrellen Graves and Fritz Velasquez  reported 
the following: 
Prayers with a Brother for a very special relationship, 
that God would have His way in their lives as they 
move closer to Him, He would draw them closer to 
each other, and for concerns on the job. 
Prayers for a Sister who is experiencing long-term 
results from COVID-19, weakness and fatigue. 
Prayers with a Couple as the wife is experiencing 
long-term health difficulties after a kidney transplant 
years ago.  We prayed over both of them for healing. 
Prayers with a Young Man seeking a closer walk with 
Christ. 
Prayer for a Brother who was asking to have Holy 
Spirit unction to be able to forgive and forget. 
Prayers with a Couple, both believers, who haven’t 
been following Jesus closely enough, and are seeking 
healing and reconciliation in their marriage.  Together 
they recommitted themselves to Christ. 

Ongoing Prayer Notes 
Please pray for Wes, an 8-year-old boy who has a 
blood vessel in one eye that is leaking, which causes 
scarring of the retina, leaving him blind in that eye.  His 
parents have asked for prayers, and this is the first time 
they’ve ever asked.  Pray that God will heal Wes, and 
use this situation to draw his parents to Himself.   
Please Continue to Pray for Eric Nystrom, now at 
home, but still struggling with Perforated Diverticulitis, 
Pray that antibiotics will continue to work and surgery 
won’t be required.  Pray for Hedy and the kids to 
know His comfort at this time. 
Please Pray for a family in our congregation 
struggling with joblessness and depression.  Pray that 
God will preserve the marriage and show them His will 
for their lives. 
Please pray for Theo a young boy who has brain 
inflammation and is having many physical and 
cognitive difficulties. Also please pray for the de Vera 
family who brought us this request, as they seek to 
support Theo and his family.   
Please Continue to Pray for Tanner “On Mission” for 
Jesus in Europe.  Pray for open doors to the gospel 
and that he will attract those who need the gospel as 
he models it in his life and in his words. 
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Pray Scripture! Contact Prayer Notes 
“Indeed, the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing until it divides 
soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart. And before 
him no creature is hidden, but all are naked and laid bare to the eyes of the one to whom we must render an 
account.”  

Hebrews 4:12–13, NRSV 

O ne great place to begin expanding your prayer life and put yourself 
on the track to continual growth is simply to pray with Scripture as the 
basis for your prayers.  Aside from our own ideas and thoughts, which 
can be rooted in the Holy Spirit’s instruction, but often are not (we 

know this is true, even if it’s hard to hear) Scripture provides the best 
foundation for our prayers.  So, over the next few weeks that’s what we’ll be 
talking about.  The argument is simple: You should pray Scripture. 

I don’t mean merely that you should pray, or that you should pray more. 
That’s a given. 
I don’t mean that you should merely pray scripturally informed prayers, 
including Scripture here and there for effect. I’m arguing specifically that 
you should pray Scripture itself. 
I’m not arguing that you should pray only Scripture every time you pray. 
That would be very limiting.  Rather, I’m arguing that you should pray 
Scripture itself often. 

First, A Word About Context 
Remember that the Scripture is written FOR us (for our benefit), but it is not all 
written TO us (as though we were the direct recipient).  If you don’t know all of 
Scripture very well yet, and many of us don’t, take your time.  You can ask the 
Holy Spirit to lead you to Scripture you can pray, or even use a concordance to 
look up passages that are appropriate to pray.  However you do it, consider 
the context.  As I pray the Spirit may inspire me to quote a passage of 
Scripture. Sometimes it’s even a passage that I don’t have committed 
completely to memory, but I know the idea or the thought behind it.  I wouldn’t 
use that passage in a public or group prayer.  But in my personal prayer time 
I’d pray according to that Scripture and then do some study afterwards to 
make sure it means what I think it does.  This is why it’s so important to study 
and memorize Scripture.  While all Scripture is valuable for us, some verses 
apply more directly to us, while others are directed toward the nation of Israel 
or toward those who meet certain conditions. We might pray for healing for 
someone, claiming Psalm 41:2-3, for example.  

" . . . The Lord protects him and keeps him alive; he is called blessed in the land; you do not give 
him up to the will of his enemies. The Lord sustains him on his sickbed; in his illness you restore 
him to full health.”  

Psalm 41:2–3, ESV 
It’s a beautiful prayer for a sick person.  The context , though, comes from 
verse 1, and makes it the promise conditional, not absolute: 

“Blessed is the one who considers the poor! In the day of trouble the Lord delivers him;”  
Psalm 41:1, ESV 

The promise of healing is to the person who is considerate of the poor.  If you 
know the person you’re praying for meets that qualification, go ahead and 
pray Psalm 41 for them!  If you don’t know, there are many other passages that 
might apply more directly to the situation. 
1. You Should Pray Scripture Because God’s People Did. 
First, an example from the OT: When the Israelites confess their sins in 
Nehemiah 9, the Levites lead the people in prayer. The entire prayer is 
scripturally informed, (e.g., 9:11) but much of it is directly quoted. 

“They refused to obey and were not mindful of the wonders that you performed among them, but 
they stiffened their neck and appointed a leader to return to their slavery in Egypt. But you are a 
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God ready to forgive, gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, and 
did not forsake them. Even when they had made for themselves a golden calf and said, ‘This is 
your God who brought you up out of Egypt,’ and had committed great blasphemies.”  

Nehemiah 9:17-18 
In the middle of their prayer, they quote Exodus 34:6, and reapply that 
Scripture to their specific context.   Next, an example from the NT: After the 
antagonistic Sanhedrin release Peter and John in Acts 4, how does the early 
church respond? 

“And when they heard it, they lifted their voices together to God and said, “Sovereign Lord, who 
made the heaven and the earth and the sea and everything in them, who through the mouth of 
our father David, your servant, said by the Holy Spirit, “  ‘Why did the Gentiles rage, and the 
peoples plot in vain? The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers were gathered together, 
against the Lord and against his Anointed’—” 
Acts 4:24–26 ESV 

In the middle of their prayer, they quote Psalm 2:1–2 and reapply that Scripture 
to their specific context.  A third example is Daniel’s scripturally informed 
prayer in Daniel 9:2–3:  

“In the first year of his [i.e., Darius’s] reign, I, Daniel, perceived in the books [NIV: understood 
from the Scriptures] the number of years that, according to the word of the Lord to Jeremiah the 
prophet, must pass before the end of the desolations of Jerusalem, namely, seventy years. Then I 
turned my face to the Lord God, seeking him by prayer and pleas for mercy with fasting and 
sackcloth and ashes.” 

So Daniel read his Bible (Jeremiah) and responded with prayer. And his prayer 
is scripturally informed.  You may do this same ting.  Yes, take care to honor the 
natural contextual meaning of the passage, but if you can see a connection 
between a Scriptural prayer and the situation you’re in, it’s at least worth 
thinking about how it might apply. 
2. You should pray Scripture because it glorifies the Father. 

“If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for 
you. By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.” 1 

John 15:7–8, ESV 
Abiding in Jesus is connected to having His words abiding, or remaining 
within us.   This is not to say that all we have left of Jesus is His words.  This 
“History Channel” kind of logic has no place among believers, who know His 
presence in the Holy Spirit.  But His words are also a readily accessible element 
of His presence with us.  Jesus abides in us (believers) personally, in the 
presence of the Spirit.  His words abide with us in the Gospels, His enduring 
word to the whole world.  Every believer abides in Jesus to some degree, 
resulting in different degrees of fruitfulness.  When we pray Scripture, we 
demonstrate explicitly that Jesus’ words are remaining in us. 

I recall hearing my children say something just the way I would have said it, or 
better yet, a colloquialism or idiom I know I gave them.  My heart goes out to 
them at those times.  I believe God the Father is delighted when He hears us 
saying His words back to Him.  If not for the truthfulness of God’s Word, and 
even if not for effectiveness sake, let us pray Scripture because it glorifies the 
Father. 
——— 
Adapted From:  12 Reasons You Should Pray Scripture by Andrew David Naselli - Themelios 38.3 (2013): 426–552 
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/themelios/article/12-reasons-you-should-pray-scripture/ Accessed July 1, 2022 

1. John Piper says of John 15:7, “There is a direct connection between the degree to which our minds are shaped by 
Scripture and the degree to which our prayers are answered” (“Tips for Praying the Word,” January 9, 1984, http://
www.desiringgod.org/resource-library/taste-see-articles/tips-for-praying-the-word) Accessed July 10, 2022.

Reality Carpinteria is blessed with a wonderful, dedicated staff who serve selflessly as the church grows. Pray for them by name, for their families 
and also that God will make them super-abundantly able to do all He wants them to do.  Pray that they will find extra joy in the midst of service. 
Pray for their families, that all their personal needs would be met, and pray for their personal spiritual lives, for guidance and peace.
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Please Continue to Pray for Amber, still very sensitive to 
light and sound, and struggling with fatigue, but 
improving daily.  She has had to undergo a couple 
biopsies in the past few weeks, one recently for a dark 
spot on an old scar where a melanoma was removed.  
Pray that the results of this biopsy will come back 
negative and no further treatment needed. 

Please Pray for the Meade Family, preparing for 
service in a nation where Jesus is not known.  Pray for 
their financial goals to be reached, for safety and a 
special anointing to serve in a nation where Jesus is 
not officially welcomed.  Pray safety and security for 
the children, and that God would use them also to 
reach the unreached.  Prayer Cards will be available 
in the Church Foyer.  Get one and put it on your 
fridge or bathroom mirror to remind you to pray for 
them.

Prayer Partners Needed

Pray for Our Pastors and Staff

Jenn Sanchez Vick 
Darlene Bertrand 

Fritz Velasquez 
Aimie Lalas

W e are still seeking 2 volunteers for the 
Contact Prayer Team.  It isn’t as difficult as it 
may seem.  Simply consider it being available 

to pray for friends in need at the end of service on Sunday. 
Consider how God could use your unique gifts and 
personality to minister to others.  What a great way to 
begin reaching out and loving those around you.  
Also, we will soon be adding another layer to our 
Sunday Morning Prayer, in the form of a team of 
Intercessors, seated in a quiet place, praying together in 
real time for the service as it proceeds. 16 Prayer Partners 
are needed for this ministry to serve once a month each.  
Remember that God moves as we pray!  If these 
opportunities speak to you, of if you know someone else 
who would be interested please email Pastor Nick 
(nick@realitycarp.com) or to Bill Stapleton 
(wfstapleton@gmail.com).
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