
     Update	     May 18th, 2022

 

Partners In Prayer 1

C o n t a c t  Pr a y e r  N o t e s  
Sunday, May 15th Contact Prayer Team, Jenn Sanchez 
Vick, Aimie Lalas, Darlene Bertrand and Doug Smith 
reported the following: 
Prayers for Someone Struggling with mental health. 
For healing and right diagnosis, really freedom for 
him and the right fit of doctor/team/diagnosis. 
Prayers for a Sister whose husband is Catholic and 
doesn’t engage in the faith relationship she hopes 
for. She is experiencing bitterness and is feeling 
discouraged at the possibility that her husband has 
dementia. It seemed like she was really responding 
to the message, to pray for being equipped to love 
and reflect God’s love.  
Prayers for a Sister in Faith - God’s faithfulness and 
provision with a new cabin near her horse ministry! 
We also prayed for that ministry and the kids 
attending this summer. 
Prayers (continued) for a Sister in Faith - Praise for 
a big improvement since last prayer time, but still 
praying towards cleaning darkness and sin out of 
home and lives, against witchcraft in husband/family 
side. Also prayer for new students living in their 
home.  
Prayers for a Young Husband who has had a rough 
start in marriage and feels as if it’s falling apart. 
Prayed that God would encamp around their 
marriage, for the husband to learn to die to himself, 
faith that God’s got this and that Jesus would 
intervene and heal.  
Prayers for an Individual with a sore back (anointed 
w/ oil) - prayed for healing, especially before going 
camping. 
Prayers for a Husband & Wife seeking healing for the 
wife’s back. She has been having a lot of pain and they 
are relying on the wisdom and power of God.  
Prayers for a Young Sister seeking healing for her 
marriage and asking God to direct her husband away 
from bondage to pornography. 
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B i b l i c a l  M e d i t a t i o n  
R i g h t l y  H a n d l i n g  t h e  Wo r d  o f  Tr u t h

PARTNERS IN PRAYER 
F o r  C a r p i n t e r i a ,  T h e  C o a s t l a n d s  &  T h e  N a t i o n s

Praying for Sunday 
Please Uphold Pastor Adam’s Message from 1John 2 

Read & Pray Through The Passage. 
Pray for Pastor Adam’s Preparation Time, as he 
Focuses on God’s Heart for the Word. 
Pray for the Holy Spirit to Anoint Him and Give Him 
Unforeseen Insight as He Speaks. 
Pray for Eager Hearers of the Word, for a True  Depth 
of Understanding & Application.  
Pray for God to Guard Against Distractions.
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“Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of 
sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; but his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law 
he meditates day and night. He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in 
its season, and its leaf does not wither. In all that he does, he prospers.”  

Psalm 1:1–3, ESV 

L ast week we ventured into Lectio Divina, an ancient practice that involves reading 
the Scriptures in a deeply 
spiritual, prayerful and 

expec t an t manner.  I t 
emphasizes a mystical approach 
to fellowship with Christ 
through His Word.  For many 
believers though, a more 
t a n g i b l e a p p r o a c h t h a t 
encourages study and deep 
reflection is appropriate. The 
Apostle Paul encourages us to 
consider inward transformation 
higher priority than external behavior: 

““Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your 
mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.”   

Romans 12:2 ESV 

This inward transformation, which he calls the renewal of our mind, involves knowing 
God’s Word in deep, personal terms.  Knowing the facts and having the details in one’s 
mind is a great place to begin.  However, as we learn and grow, the meanings behind the 
facts confront our worldly ideas and replace our errant thought patterns.  Again, the 
Apostle encourages us: 

“Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no need 
to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth.”  

2 Timothy 2:15, ESV 
More than mere academic or factual knowledge, rightly handling the word of truth 
demands a deeper, more personal understanding.  Biblical meditation draws us beyond 
cursory information into God’s self revelation to those He loves and cares for.    
Not to be confused with transcendental or eastern forms of meditation, where the process 
involves disengaging, silencing or emptying the mind to seek a state in which no feelings 
or thoughts actually occur, biblical meditation actively engages the mind for the purpose 
of understanding God’s Word personally. Far from emptying the mind, biblical 
meditation attempts to fill the mind and the soul as the believer contemplates a passage, 
asking, “What is this saying to me about my life and situation?” This was commanded in 
the Old Testament, promising a reward for meditating on and obeying Scripture:  

“This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on 
it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in 
it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good 
success.”  

Joshua 1:8, ESV 
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Partners In Prayer 2

O n g o i n g  Pr a y e r  N o t e s    
 Please Pray for Those Who Have Rededicated 
Their Lives to following Jesus in response to the 
preaching of God’s Word in these recent weeks. 
Please Pray for a Struggling Family - That husband 
and wife would focus more on Jesus and each other 
through the storms of life.  With 5 kids and a foster 
child who needs 24hr care its a frustrating situation.
“Go Reality Family!”  Pray for More Jesus, Better 
Communication, Honesty, Open Hearts to Truth, Less 
Conflict, Courage, Patience and Finances. 
Please Continue to Pray for Adriana Shaffer, at home 
now.  She needs a miracle healing to avoid having 
to go on dialysis.  Please hold her up in prayer this 
week. 
Please Continue to Pray for Ashley.  Her medical 
issues seem to have stabilized now, and the children’s 
situation related to their father’s untimely death has 
been resolved.  
Please Pray for the Meade Family, preparing for 
service in a nation where Jesus is not known.  Pray for 
their financial goals to be reached, for safety and a 
special anointing to serve in a nation where Jesus is 
not officially welcomed.  Pray safety and security for 
the children, and that God would use them also to 
reach the unreached. 
Please Continue to Pray for John & Melissa’s 
Daughter, in med school in Grenada, seeking to 
transfer to a school in Mississippi. Answered Prayer: 
The interview went well and she was accepted.  Now, 
please pray the US school has an opening and the 
Grenada school will refund unused tuition. 
Please Continue to Pray for Tanner Klein “On Mission” 
for Jesus in Europe.  Pray for open doors to the 
gospel and that God will make him a magnet for 
those who need to see the gospel as he models it in 
his personality, in his life and in his words. 

Biblical meditation correctly keeps our focus on Him, not ourselves, and personalizing truths 
found in His Word, not seeking to find truth within ourselves.   

“I meditate on your precepts and consider your ways. I delight in your decrees; I will not 
neglect your Word.”  

Psalm 119:15–16 ESV 
As with Lectio Divina, a great repository of material for biblical meditation resides in the 
Psalms and Proverbs.  But there is certainly no lack of material in the New Testament.  Any 
of the episodes of Jesus’ life recorded in the Gospel accounts present an opportunity for deep 
meditation.  When I read about Jesus’ healing of the paralytic man in Matthew’s Gospel I 
find much to meditate upon.  I wonder what it might have been like for Jesus to return to 
Capernaum, His ministry base, after having been to Gadara and dealt with a demon 
possessed man?  I think  the event recorded here is much the same as the one Mark records 
in his Gospel, but some of the details are different.  At first blush, if I consider only these 
two accounts, I might conclude that there is a contradiction.  Surely one writer has the facts 
of this event correct and the other is wrong.  Over time, though, studying and meditating 
through the life of Christ, I’ve discovered that Luke also records the event, and his account 
much more closely resembles Mark’s, with the friends of the paralytic man letting him down 
through the roof into Jesus’ presence.  In all three of those accounts, Jesus’ words are the same 
“I say to you rise,  pick  up  your  bed,  and  go  home.”    John records a different event in 
Jerusalem at the Pool of Bethesda, where a paralytic man is healed, and Jesus’ words are 
very similar:  “Get up, take up your bed, and walk.” He says.  I know the Holy Spirit carefully 
and specially superintended the process by which all four of the gospel writers produced their 
accounts, drawing each of them in to His circle of intimacy, using their words and 
circumstances.  And in all four of the accounts the Jewish leaders — Matthew and Mark say 
they were Scribes, Luke says they were Scribes and Pharisees, and John just calls them Jews 
— confront Jesus over performing this healing on the Sabbath.  The similarities and obvious 
corroborations between the accounts far outweigh any discrepancies.  My meditation on this 
event has broadened my informational field and given me greater depth of personal 
understanding of an event in Jesus’ life.  Can you imagine what occurred among the crowd 
when He said, “Take heart, your sins are forgiven”?  How many of the Jewish Leaders only saw 
that Jesus was breaking the Sabbath Law, and how many, do you think, walked away amazed 
and wondering at what God was doing?  Whose side would I be on if I were there?  We’d all 
like to think we’d side with Jesus,  but there’s a little of the Pharisee in me, and I hesitate to 
think it, but I might have, at least, temporarily, gone along with those who accused Him of 
blasphemy.  
I have enjoyed Dallas Jenkins’ interpretations of the life of Jesus in “The Chosen.”  It 
provides a visual representation that adds something.  Historical novels set in Jesus’ day have 
always been a favorite of mine too.  But in truth, the pictures that emerge in my mind’s eye 
as I read those events in Scripture, and as I inquire and study and compare, inspire in me a 
depth of personal understanding no novel or movie can match.  May I encourage you dear 
Prayer Partner, to engage God’s Word in deep, prayerful, lifelong, thoughtful meditation, 
that is part study, part inquiry, part mystical and all Spirit led.  You’ll be glad you did! 

Biblical Meditation (continued)
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Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it. Brothers, pray for us.” (1 Thessalonians 5:23–25)  If the Apostle Paul asks for prayer and 
depends upon others praying for him, how much more should we understand our responsibility to hold up our Pastors and Staff in prayer?
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