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Partners In Prayer 1

Contact Prayer Notes 
Sunday, January 9th Contact Prayer Team, Rob & 
Debbie Cozort, Fritz Velasquez and Bill Stapleton 
reported the following: 

A Sister in Christ requesting prayer for wisdom in making 
the decision to marry or not to marry, or perhaps to wait 
longer before decision is made. 

A Sister in the Lord praying for God to break a spirit of 
control and abuse of authority over her marriage/family. 

 A Brother & Sister in Christ praying for another couple’s 
marriage relationship.  That God would renew their 
marriage, and that counseling will bring them both closer 
to Jesus.  Also for Julian, going into a Teen Challenge 
house to deal with addiction issues. 

A Sister in Christ asking for prayer and what the Lord 
would provide for her in this season.  She was moved by 
the message today and wants the HS and His power in 
her life. 

A Sister in Christ who has been isolated recently due to 
landline failures and other issues.  Feeling frustration and 
isolation in this experience. and now has learned she 
must find a new place to live.  Praying for God to provide. 

Praise for Answered Prayer 
A Brother in the Lord came for prayer a few weeks 
ago and told us he was getting married in 3 
months, and was fearful re: finances and other 
spiritual things.   We prayed at that time for the 
Holy Spirit to confirm the marriage and that He 
would provide as He deems appropriate.  

This week the couple came together after service 
and said “After our prayers together the Lord supplied a raise 
for both of us within four days of our prayer.”   This 
confirmed the marriage for them and put an end 
to fears and insecurity. 
“If anyone among you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives 
generously to all without reproach, and it will be given to him.”  

James 1:5 

E v e r y  L i f e  A  M i r a c l e  
S a n c t i t y  o f  L i f e  S u n d a y

The Lord called me from the womb, from the body of my mother he named my name.  Isaiah 49:1 

Pastor Adam’s “message-before-the-message” last Sunday was a powerful call to our 
fellowship to celebrate life, replete with practical suggestions for how everyone can 

participate in upholding the sanctity of life every day.  This marks the 39th observance 
of Sanctity of 

Human Life Sunday, 
when churches 
across the country 
r e m e m b e r t h e 
beauty and holiness 
of all lives as given by 
God, and lament the 
tragedy of so many 
lives that end before 
they can even begin.   
One case in point is 
the life of Christian 
artist, Ron DiCianni, 
who bears a special 
remembrance on this day each year.  DiCianni was saved from abortion minutes before he 
was scheduled to die, when his mother walked out of an abortion clinic after a last-minute 
change of heart. The renown Christian painter, who lives in Temecula, said his mother, who was 
not a Christian at that time, was inside an abortion clinic and about to terminate her pregnancy 
when a divine intervention stopped her.  ‘She said she heard — verbally and audibly — a voice say, 
“Don’t do this, I have a plan for this baby,”‘ DiCianni said. ‘She pushed the needle away, and gave me a 
chance to live.’  DiCianni’s Grandmother was a believer, and was at home praying for her 
daughter.  His life is full of evidence that God did indeed have a purpose for him.  His artwork 
has won him national recognition with many corporations including ABC, NBC, the 
Smithsonian, and McDonalds. Ron was also commissioned as official artist of the U. S. Olympic 
Committee for the 1980 Moscow Olympic Games.  He’s partnered with DaySpring and 
provided artwork for books by famed Christian authors such as Frank Peretti, Max Lucado, and 
Joni Eareckson-Tada. DiCianni has also written and illustrated his own devotional, Beyond 
Words.  The painting included above depicts the hand of Jesus touching a pregnant woman, 
perhaps for healing, indicating His care for the pre-born.   
Another artist, this one a musician, penned the poignant words that follow here in 1980, 
pointing out , perhaps, the way God may view the issue:   
  

Little Ones 
 by 

        Phil Keaggy     
(Click here to hear the song and to hear the artist describe how and why he wrote it) 

Who will speak up for the little ones?  Helpless and half-abandoned, 
They've got the right to choose life they don't want to lose, 
I've got to speak up, won't you? 

Tanner Klein 
Adriana Shaffer 
Elle Tortorici 
Brittany Carrigercontinued
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https://www.thesacredartgallery.com/artists/ron-dicianni/
https://www.thesacredartgallery.com/artists/ron-dicianni/
https://www.thesacredartgallery.com/artists/ron-dicianni/
https://smile.amazon.com/Beyond-Words-Treasury-Paintings-Devotional/dp/0842301763/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2INXH9MJY3GA&keywords=beyond+words+ron+dicianni&qid=1642605103&sprefix=beyond+words+ron+dicianni,aps,165&sr=8-1
https://smile.amazon.com/Beyond-Words-Treasury-Paintings-Devotional/dp/0842301763/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2INXH9MJY3GA&keywords=beyond+words+ron+dicianni&qid=1642605103&sprefix=beyond+words+ron+dicianni,aps,165&sr=8-1
https://youtu.be/hb6kJmw2ugg
https://youtu.be/hb6kJmw2ugg
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Ongoing Prayer Concerns 

Please Continue Praying for Aaron Cronen, 
(Our New Worship Minister!  Yay!) still 
struggling with infection after surgery and the 
whole family is still recovering from COVID-19.  

Please pray for Ashley, recovering from 
medical issues, and for decisions being made 
regarding her children’s future. 

Continue praying for Diana as her arm and 
shoulder heal.  Also, continue to pray for Penny 
and Gabi, as they both continue the healing 
process after brain surgery. 

Please pray for Mark and Stacey Volpei, in 
Tennessee fighting with COVID-19.  Mark has 
been in the hospital. 

Please continue to pray for Matt & Amber 
Smith.  Amber is doing better, able to work 
some now.  Pray that the “restart” for their life 
goes smoothly and God speaks clearly about 
where He wants them. 

Got a Prayer Request? 
Send your requests via email to: Bill 
Stapleton (wfstapleton@gmail .com) or 
Pastor Nick Tortorici (nick@realitycarp.com). 

Equal rights, equal time, for the unborn children. 
Their precious lives are on the line, 
How can we be rid of them? 

Passing laws, passing out bills and new amendments. 
Pay the cost and turn about, 
And face the young defendants. 

Who will speak up for the little ones?  
Helpless and half-abandoned. 
They've got the right to choose life they don't want to lose, 
I've got to speak up, won't you? 

Many come and many go, conceived but not delivered. 
The toll is astronomical, 
How can we be indifferent. 

Little hands, little feet; tears for Him who made you. 
Should all on earth forsake you now, 
Yet He'll never forsake you 

Who will speak up for the little ones?  
Helpless and half-abandoned. 
They've got the right to choose life they don't want to lose, 
I've got to speak up, won't you? 

Forming hearts, forming minds, quenched before 
awakened, 
For so many deliberate crimes 
The earth will soon be shaken. 

Who will speak up for the little ones?  
Helpless and half-abandoned. 
They've got the right to choose life they don't want to lose, 
I've got to speak up, won't you? 
 I've got to speak up, won't you?

Every Life A Miracle (continued)

Pr a y  f o r  O u r  Pa s t o r s  &  S t a f f

ADAM SMITH       
 Pastor for Preaching & Vision - Elder 
NICK TORTORICI     

 Pastor - Elder 

SUMMER ALVARADO       
 Youth Ministry Intern 

BREANNA CRONEN   
 Interim Kids Ministry Director 

AARON CRONEN 
 Worship Minister 

AIMIE LALAS      
 Finance & HR 

JENN CASBARRO       
 Bookkeeper

W e all want a stronger, more vibrant spiritual life And we all want 
our church to be a stronger, more vibrant witness in Carpinteria 

and the coastlands.  One of the best things we can  all do to 
make that happen is to pray for our pastors and staff personnel.  

Being a pastor is among the most demanding, most stressful jobs in our 
modern world. Pastors are on the front lines. They juggle numerous tasks,  
many of which are behind the scenes. They present easy targets for 
comparisons and complaints, and their spouses and families are 
sometimes subjected to unrealistic expectations.   Here are 7 areas to pray 
for as we consider the gift God has given us in our Pastors & Staff. 

1.  Spiritual power and vitality - No one can draw water from an empty 
well. Pray that the Holy Spirit would fill them to the brim with His strength, 
wisdom and life-giving love. 

2. Marriage and family - That their spouses and families would benefit 
beyond measure because of their sacrifice of love.  Pray for their parents 
and other relatives. Ask God to make his or her home a place of beauty 
and joy that sets a good example for the flock of God. 

3. Financial freedom - By definition, working in the ministry means setting 
aside many personal financial needs.  Pray that God would so provide 

“. . .  for I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole counsel of God. Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, 
to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood.”        Acts 20:26–28, ESV 

for their every need and yes, even their godly 
wants, that all would see and give Him glory. 

4. Friendship - Ministry can be a dangerously 
lonely job. Pray for them to make and 
maintain healthy, strong friendships that build 
them up, that allow him or her to be himself 
or herself, decompress, and enjoy a respite 
from the responsibility of being “all things to 
all people.”  

5. Physical Health — The high-stress demands 
of ministry often compete with healthy 
lifestyles. Pray that they and their loved ones 
would be able to maintain a healthy lifestyle, 
be protected from the ravages of the 
pandemic, and for physical strength and 
stamina, particularly during demanding 
ministry seasons. 

6. Rest — God’s plan is that we would have 1 
day weekly when no work occurs.  Pray that 
they would be able to observe this sabbath, 
that they would get the necessary rest to be 
regularly and completely refreshed and 
revived by sleep, recreation, time off and 
vacation. 

7. Ministry Effectiveness — Nothing revives and 
restores like a spiritual victory—a grateful 
response to a sermon, new converts, etc. Pray 
for them to feel useful and effective, to see 
the fruits of their labors, and to experience 
the blessing of making a real and lasting 
difference in people’s lives.

Pray For Our Pastors & Staff (continued)
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