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Partners In Prayer 1

O n g o i n g  Pr a y e r  
C o n c e r n s  

Please pray for David Wiggins (Cliff’s 
Brother) in the ICU in Bakersfield after a heart 
attack.  David is 59.  He is on a vent and 
sedated. 

Please pray for Chip, struggling with 
complications of diabetes and severe back 
pain and other issues.  Thankfully the blood 
sugar issue that had doctors concerned has 
subsided.  Please continue to pray into the 
issue of pain. 

Please pray for Rita facing some medical 
challenges and seeking answers from God.  

Please Pray for Michelle & Husband 
Dennis, who had a catastrophic stroke.  
Dennis is still in ICU in critical condition. 

A  N e w  B e g i n n i n g !

T he Christmas presents have all been unwrapped, the kitchen is cleaned up 
and dishes are done after our big family dinner.  Now is a great time to think 

about the changes I want to make in my life next year.   New Year’s Resolutions 
always seem to go by the wayside sometime around March, but still, it’s a good 

exercise to consider how I might make myself better.  As you make your resolutions, 
here are some scriptural thoughts to consider: 

“Be still, and know that I am God…”  Psalm 46:10 

2021 has been a “noisy” year! What better way to begin 2022 than devoting some 
time to being still before God, allowing His perfect Presence to become more full and 
rich within your heart, healing your soul and renewing your mind from the inside out.   

“…pray continually…” 1 Thessalonians 5:17 

This could be the year when prayer becomes like breathing! Take this opportunity to 
invite God into your thought life, allowing the likeness of Jesus to become more fully 
formed in you. As you pray, consider what His prayer might be for you, for others, for 
circumstances, etc. in every moment of life you experience it.  

“And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. 
With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints.” 
Ephesians 6:18 

Pr a y  f o r  O u r  Pa s t o r s  &  S t a f f
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Reality Carpinteria is blessed with wonderful, self-sacrificing 
Pastors and staff, who work tirelessly to meet the needs of 
the congregation.  As we approach the new year, let us 

always be in prayer for them by name, including their 
spouses, children and lifestyle situations.  Pray that our Pastors and 
leaders will be Filled with the knowledge of God’s will, through the 
wisdom that the Spirit gives; that their lives will shine as an example 
everywhere they go and in all their opportunities to speak.  Pray that 

their work will bear much fruit and that they will constantly be buoyed 
up by the encouragement of the Holy Spirit and that  the new year will 
mark a season of great success for them in their pursuits for the 
church, the community and their family.  Most of all, give thanks to 
God for providing us with exemplary men and women to lead and 
represent us.  Sometimes it may seem perfunctory to simply repeat 
their names in prayer, but I assure you, they are depending on us and 
God is expecting our fervent prayers for them.

“And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so as to 
walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him: bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; being strengthened with all power, according 
to his glorious might, for all endurance and patience with joy; giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light.”  

Colossians 1:9–12, ESV
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Partners In Prayer 2

Please Continue Praying for Aaron Cronen, 
still struggling with infection after surgery.  

Please pray for Drake, a young man with 
disabilities facing a custodial hearing.  Mom & 
Dad are divorced.  Pray that God’s will is done 
and Drake gets the best place for his needs to 
be met.  Pray that Mom & Dad and Drake all 
have a real encounter with Jesus. 

Please pray for Ashley, recovering from 
medical issues, and for decisions being made 
regarding her children’s future. 

Continue praying for Diana as her arm and 
shoulder heal.  Also, continue to pray for 
Penny and Gabi, as they both continue the 
healing process after brain surgery. 

Please continue to pray for James in Hays KS, 
with COVID-19.  Back in ICU after chest surgery. 
James is 40 and has 3 children.   

G o t  a  Pr a y e r  R e q u e s t ?  
Send your requests via email to: Bill 
Stapleton (wfstapleton@gmail.com) or Pastor 
Nick Tortorici (nick@realitycarp.com).

As you pray for other believers, it is important to seek what is on the heart of God for 
them. As our teacher, the Holy Spirit has this knowledge and will impress upon us how 
we should intercede – if we look to Him.  

“I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be 
made for everyone— for kings and all those in authority, that we may live 
peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.”  1 Timothy 2:1-3 

Praying for and giving thanks for “everyone” is not an easy task – especially those we 
don’t agree with who may be in authority over us.  Make this a personal request to the 
Father: “Lord, place on my heart a burden to pray for those who need to come to a 
knowledge of the truth! Show me their faces or place their names before me so that I 
might be aware of their need for you. Give me great love for all those in authority over 
me so that we may all live peaceful, quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.”   After you 
pray, listen carefully for the prayer assignments God gives to you and be faithful to 
complete them! 

“Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you 
may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.”  James 
5:16 

No one likes confessing sin, which is perhaps why it is so important that we do it. Keeping 
short accounts with God is vital to our spiritual health and to our work for the sake of the 
kingdom. If you don’t have an accountability partner, or a spiritual friendship that allows 
you to confess sins and pray for one another, that would be an excellent goal for this new 
year. Ask God to connect you with at least one other person with whom you can share 
the dark places in order to be healed, allowing your prayers to become powerful and 
effective for His glory. 

“And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive him, 
so that your Father in heaven may forgive you your sins. ” Mark 11:25    

“…bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you.” Luke 6:28 

Lack of forgiveness is the root of much sin. Saying we forgive someone is very different 
from actually forgiving from our hearts. The redemptive work of God can only take place 
when we let go of bitterness, anger and/or a desire for revenge. Prayerfully ask God to 
show you if you are holding anything against anyone as you begin this year. As you pray 
blessings over them, He may also show you some tangible ways to bless their lives as 
well. 

“Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful.” Colossians 4:2 

How do you feel about prayer?  Is it a delight for you…or a duty that you feel compelled 
to do as a believer? In this new year, ask the Father to give you an extraordinary love for 
prayer. Again, we are told to be watchful and thankful as we dedicate our hearts to His 
plans and purposes expressed through our prayer lives.  As you weave one or more of 
these prayer resolutions into your life this year, you can be encouraged by this wonderful 
promise from God:  

“. . . the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are attentive to their 
prayer…” 1 Peter 3:12

A New Beginning  (continued)
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