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Partners In Prayer 1

PARTNERS IN PRAYER 
F o r  C a r p i n t e r i a ,  T h e  C o a s t l a n d s  &  T h e  N a t i o n s

Sunday’s contact prayer team, Tanner, 
Elle, Ken and Michelle were busy all 
during second set.  Prayer focused on 
responses to Adam’s message. 

Ongoing Prayer Needs 
Nick & Garrett drove Than & Kristy 
Matanick and family to LAX 
Sunday evening to begin their 
journey back to their home in S.E 
Asia.  

Sunday Prayer  Notes

August 29, 2021 

Contact 
Prayer Team 

Bill & Danece Stapleton 
Cliff & Angi Wiggins

Intercession Desperately Needed 
for Afghan Believers 

In a recent interview with Reuters, a high-ranking Taliban 
commander, Waheedullah Hashimi, confirmed that Afghanistan 
would not be a democracy under the Taliban—and that they will 

implement no law but Shariah. “There will be no democratic system at all 
because it does not have any base in our country … We will not discuss what 
type of political system should we apply in Afghanistan because it is clear. It is 
Shariah law and that is it.” 

During their rule in the 1990s, the Taliban ruled with an extreme 
interpretation of Shariah law, imposing brutal rules for women and 
violent punishment on infidels, including Muslim converts to 
Christianity.  Since the Taliban took full control last Monday, chaos 
and an eerie sense of calm has come over Afghanistan. Images of 
locals stampeding to board U.S. military planes have flooded social 
media, while, on the streets and marketplaces, rifle-brandishing 
members of the Taliban roamed to “keep the peace.” 

Please continue to lift up our brothers and sisters in Afghanistan.
Continued on Next Page

https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/exclusive-council-may-rule-afghanistan-taliban-reach-out-soldiers-pilots-senior-2021-08-18/
https://youtu.be/TBt5y5xDsiI
https://youtu.be/TBt5y5xDsiI


Update August 11, 2021

Partners In Prayer 2

They sensed heavy spiritual warfare 
over the family’s return and the 
ministry that has begun there.  As 
they drove home they received a text 
saying that the government was 
challenging their visas.  Nick & 
Garrett prayed over this concern and 
not much later they received another 
text saying that the visas had been 
accepted.  Another text received on 
Monday said they had arrived safely.  
Please lift up the Matanick Family 
continually that the Holy Spirit would 
move in their lives and people would 
be greatly affected by them for the 
Gospel. 

Please continue to pray for the 
Young Adult Ministry that has begun 
at the the Tortorici home.  Satan 
hates the fact young people are  
coming and seeing lives brought 
together for the Gospel.  

Pray for the incoming Westmont 
Students, that God would reap a 
great harvest of souls as we engage 
with the school in a significant way. 
Pray also for the bus situation as we 
begin bussing students on Sunday 
mornings and for Jim Kirwan our 
driver. 

Doug Smith asks that we continue to 
pray for Tim, who is in very critical 
condition.  Tim’s wife, Beverly is 
doing better.  Both are in their 60’s 
and have COVID. 

Please continue to pray for Danece’s 
sister Delana and husband Doug 
and their granddaughter Ava (1 year) 
who has been in their care as a foster 
child but may be reunified with her 
birth mother soon. Pray for Ava’s 
safety and for God to watch over her 
future. 

We read a great little book this 
week on how to participate in 
the preparation and delivery 

of the sermon our Pastor preaches.  It’s 
easy to forget that we are all involved in 
the success of our ministry as Reality 
Carpinteria gets up and running again.  
Thanks to Angi Wiggins for this.  Let’s lift 
up Pastor Adam as he prepares and 
delivers the Word of God.  Here are 
some highlights from the book: 

1. Pray for the protection of Pastor 
Adam’s sermon preparation time, that time-wasters and 
distractions won’t get in the way and that he’ll have the ability 
to focus on God’s heart for the message.  

2. Pray that the words Pastor Adam chooses to frame the outline 
would be effective and powerful tools for the Holy Spirit to 
employ, and that he will have special insight into the needs of 
the congregation as he prepares the message. 

3. Pray that the message will be an evident part of his own life 
and testimony, and that the Spirit will multiply its use through 
the website post, and in personal conversations as well.. 

4. Pray that people will attend the Sunday service who have not 
attended in some time, or even who have never been to 
church, and also that the regular members of our 
congregation would arrive in the proper frame of mind to 
hear a message preached in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

5. Pray that God would guard against preaching distractions that 
can occur during the service, and that the enemy will not be 
allowed to divert attention from what the Spirit is saying. 

6. Pray that God will give depth of understanding to all who 
hear this week’s sermon, and that a response will be part of 
what they hear.  Not just understanding, but application. 

7. Ask God for the most effective and fruitful sermon this Sunday 
that Pastor Adam has ever preached. 

Adapted from:  Fabarez, Mike. Praying for Sunday: You, Your Pastor and the Next 
Sermon. Wipf & Stock 2008 Kindle Edition. Available at amazon.com and free for 
subscribers to Kindle Unlimited

Got A Prayer Request? 
Send your requests via email to: 
Bill Stapleton (wfstapleton@gmail.com) or Pastor Nick Tortorici (nick@realitycarp.com).  Also, if you know of others 
who’d benefit from this prayer letter, and who will pray, send their email address, and we’ll include them in 

the list.  Our goal is to identify and build a group of prayer warriors and get the whole body praying together.
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https://smile.amazon.com/Praying-Sunday-Your-Pastor-Sermon/dp/0981629318/ref=sr_1_3?dchild=1&keywords=praying+for+sunday&qid=1629819146&sr=8-3
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