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Sunday, September 5th contact 
prayer team, Jenn Sanchez Vick, 
Becky Lawal, Tanner Klein and Doug 
Smith recorded the following prayer 
points:  

Prayer for a prodigal son 

Westmont student felt unconfident 
and anxious—  prayer team member 
encouraged and prayed that Jesus 
works through our weakness, even 
relating to our feelings at times of 
being inadequate to serve, but God 
uses people to accomplish His 
purposes. 

General theme of prayer for young 
(college) people!  

Sister in faith - prayer for physical 
healing and fear attached to the 
issue (fear of pain and how this might 
be the enemy hindering her to 
pursue God’s calling)  prayed for faith 
and restored hope!  

Sister in faith - prayed that God 
would provide a house/roommate. 

Sister in faith - prayer that God 
would help her to forgive past 
boyfriend and heal from relational 
brokenness / prayer team member 
encouraged and prayed for her to 
find someone equally yoked. 

Sister in faith - facing weariness, 
husband is walking away from the 
Lord. Her daughter is visiting, so 
prayer that God would bless that time 
and for the daughter to come to 
know Jesus!  

Ongoing Prayer Needs       
Please continue to pray for Randy 
Gleason and family, missionaries to 
Sri Lanka and Pakistan, now living in 
Oregon, who have COVID-19.  Randy 
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Contact Prayer  Notes T his update comes from a 
source connected inside 
Afghanistan.  Thanks to Garrett 

Meade for forwarding it to us.  
Credible information on how to pray 
for our persecuted brothers and 
sisters is precious and rare.   
Please intercede for the nation 
of Afghanistan and especially for 

believers there as the Taliban sets up 
their government and have been going house to house to steal, kill and destroy.  It is 
a time of extreme suffering.  Pray for the following: 

Followers of Christ.  The church has been growing rapidly in the country over 
the past few years.  Just in the first week of Taliban rule I know of at least 70 who 
were martyred, including at least 36 house church leaders.  Pray for provision for 
the families of those who have been killed and for protection for those who 
remain. 
Women.  A routine method of fund-raising for Taliban operations is sex 
traficking.  Pray for an end to this pernicious crime. 
Children.  Young boys are recruited as soldiers and taken from their families.  
Young girls are given as wives to Taliban soldiers.  Many children are being 
exposed to horrible evil and violence.   
Taliban.  We are to love and pray for our enemies.  Pray for many "Sauls" to 
become "Pauls" from among the Taliban.  This has previously happened to a 
number of Taliban leaders who are now serving as house church network 
leaders throughout the region.  We need this to happen on an even larger scale 
now in Afghanistan. 
Citizens.  Pray for the entire populace to become extremely horrified and 
alienated by Islam as they observe the hate and evil that arise from it.  Pray they 
will turn to Christ as an alternative and not merely become secular.

Update: 
Afghanistan 

Click Here for More Information
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is still dealing with fatigue, but  Kathy is 
much better and will return to work next 
week.  Their son, Alex, who is 
developmentally disabled, is still on 
oxygen and very fatigued. 

Please continue in prayer for Gabi and 
her fiancee, Michael.  Gabi had brain 
surgery to help with epilepsy, and 
another surgery is needed at the 
beginning of October.  Two procedures 
are offered and they must choose which 
is best for her health and their future .  
Pray God’s direction and healing. 

Please continue to pray for Beverly, as 
she recovers and grieves the loss of her 
husband.  

Please pray for Rasheed, that he is able 
to continue working two jobs in the midst 
of  pain in his neck and shoulders. 

Please continue to pray for Danece 
Stapleton’s sister Delana and husband 
Doug and their granddaughter Ava (1 
year) who has been in their care as a 
foster child but may be reunified with her 
birth mother soon. Pray for Ava’s safety 
and that God will give her a hope and 
a future.  

Please continue in prayer for Amber 
Smith, who has been suffering from side 
effects of the COVID-19 vaccine.  If the 
Lord would have her pursue some help 
from any other doctors, that He would 
make that clear and those doors would 
be opened. Amber and Matt both are 
asking for God to give them an extra 
measure of perseverance and hope. 

Our initial Westmont Shuttle revival was 
something less than expected, but we’ll 
be trying again this Sunday.  Please pray 
for the bus ministry and that God would 
move in hearts and minds of these 
young people in a mighty way.

ADAM SMITH       
Pastor for Preaching & Vision - Elder 

NICK TORTORICI     
Pastor - Elder 

SUMMER ALVARADO       
Youth Ministry Intern 

BREANNA CRONEN   
Interim Kids Ministry Director 

AIMIE LALAS       
Finance & HR 

JENN CASBARRO       
Bookkeeper

Pray For Our Reality Carpinteria Staff

Got A Prayer Request?  
Send your requests via email to: Bill Stapleton (wfstapleton@gmail.com) or Pastor Nick Tortorici 
(nick@realitycarp.com). Also, if you know of others who’d benefit from this prayer letter, and who 
will pray, send their email address, and we’ll include them in the list. Our goal is to identify and 
build a group of prayer warriors and get the whole body praying together. 

R eality Carpinteria is 
blessed with a 
wonderful, dedicated 

staff who serve selflessly as the 
church grows. Pray for them by 
name, for their families and also 
that God will make them super-
effective and give them joy in 
their ministry. 

From The Bookshelf

T he opposite of a childlike spirit is a cynical spirit. Cynicism is, 
increasingly, the dominant spirit of our age. Personally, it is 
my greatest struggle in prayer. If I get an answer to prayer, 

sometimes I’ll think, It would have happened anyway. Other times I’ll 
try to pray but wonder if it makes any difference. Many Christians 
stand at the edge of cynicism, struggling with a defeated weariness. 
Their spirits have begun to deaden, but unlike the cynic, they’ve not 
lost hope. My friend Bryan summarized it this way: “I think we have 
built up scar tissue from our frustrations, and we don’t want to 
expose ourselves anymore. Fear constrains us.” Cynicism and 
defeated weariness have this in common: They both question the 
active goodness of God on our behalf. Left unchallenged, their low-
level doubt opens the door for bigger doubt. They’ve lost their 
childlike spirit and thus are unable to move toward their heavenly 
Father.  When I say that cynicism is the spirit of the age, I mean it is 
an influence, a tone that permeates our culture, one of the master 
temptations of our age. By reflecting on cynicism and defeated 
weariness, we are meditating on the last petition of the Lord’s 
Prayer: “Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil 
one” (Matthew 6:13, NIV). Cynicism is so pervasive that, at times, it 
feels like a presence. Behind the spirit of the age lies an unseen, 
personal evil presence, a spirit. If Satan can’t stop you from praying, 
then he will try to rob the fruit of praying by dulling your soul. Satan 
cannot create, but he can corrupt. 

Miller, Paul E.. A Praying Life: Connecting with God in a Distracting World 
(pp. 63-64). The Navigators.  Available at the Church Bookshelf.


