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PARTNERS IN PRAYER 
F o r  C a r p i n t e r i a ,  T h e  C o a s t l a n d s  &  T h e  N a t i o n s

Prayer & Praise 

High Praise that after her brain surgery 
Gabi is doing remarkably well! 

Praise God for Penny’s Remarkable 
Recovery!  What a Joy to See Her on 
Sundays!   

Praise that Eisley Matanick’s surgery was 
successful.  Than says, “It was delayed a 
few times due to protocols we weren’t 
made aware of in advance, but it’s done 
now and we are thankful.”  Continue to 
pray for her healing from two separate 
fractures.Got A Prayer Request?  

Pray for Weston as he comes to grips with 
his issues of addiction. For victory over the 
darkness and a full restoration of his body, 
with no long-term damage. 

Please continue to pray for James in a 
hospital in Hays KS, with COVID-19.  He was 
placed on a vent last week.  His numbers 
are better, but much prayer still needed.  
James is 40 and has 3 children.  Pray for his 
Mom, Valerie, who lost her husband only a 
year ago. 

Missionaries to St. Petersburg Russia, 
Zhenya & Heather Shulgin need our 
prayers today.  They are currently in 
Cypress, seeking a visa for their adopted 
daughter, Maya (9).  They have not been 
back to the US in 31/2 years, and are trying 
to come home now to do 2 weeks of 
intensive family counseling for Maya.  They 
have an appointment today at the US 
Embassy in Nicosia.  Pray that they receive 
Maya’s visa so they can get the help they 
need here in the US. 

Please continue praying for Amber 
Smith, still suffering side effects from the 
COVID-19 vaccine. Amber is improving, but 
still much prayer needed.   This has been 

Pray for Afghan Christians

W ith all civilian flights canceled indefinitely and the borders 
controlled by the Taliban, Christians in Afghanistan are in 

extreme danger.  Here’s what we know right now: 

• The Taliban are going 
door to door to 
identify Christians. 

• Christians are getting 
phone calls from the 
Ta l i b a n s a y i n g , 
“We’re coming for 
you.” 

• Many Christians are 
in hiding. 

• Several judges and government officials have been murdered. 
Christians in Afghanistan who are converts from Islam in the past 20 years 
number somewhere between 2,000 to 10,000 believers, all under 40 
years old. The Afghan Church operates as a loose network of house 
churches throughout the country living in secrecy but exerting great 
influence over their neighbors and friends simply because they are 
proactive with the love of Christ and have, at least up until now, refused to 
capitulate. They are now subject to Shariah’s most deadly penalties as 
interpreted by the Taliban. 
Afghan Christians have a long, dangerous, and deadly road ahead of 
them. As one body of believers, we must join in prayer for our vulnerable 
and suffering family.  Pray, not only that persecution will end, but that our 
brothers and sisters will be protected and comforted in the midst of it, and 
that God will use the situation to expose the deeds of the evil one, fanning 
the flames of gospel proclamation.  Pray also, that Jesus will miraculously 
appear to many in dreams and visions, as He has been doing already.   
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such a long struggle for both Matt and 
Amber, pray that God will encourage them 
today, as He continues to heal her. 

Got a Prayer Request? 

Send your requests via email to: Bill 
Stapleton (wfstapleton@gmail.com) or Pastor 
Nick Tortorici (nick@realitycarp.com). Also, if 
you know of others who would benefit from 
this prayer letter, and who will pray, forward 
their email address, and we’ll include them in 
the list. Our goal is to identify and build a 
group of prayer warriors and get the whole 
body praying together.  

Prayer is Learning to Love
For this is the message that you have heard from the beginning, that we 
should love one another.”  

  1 John 3:11, ESV 

Several years ago, I led a team of mission interns in a remote 
African location with no running water, pit toilets that we dug 
for ourselves and crudely constructed buildings made of scrap 

steel left over from the power transmission towers that had been 
bombed out in the last war, only a few years before. The area we were 
in had been cleared of landmines, but we had been cautioned to stay 
in the areas marked out as safe, and there were people all around us 
whose missing limbs and scarred faces served as a bleak reminder of 
what landmines could do.  Our light was provided by a single solar 
panel and 2 car batteries, just enough for a couple light bulbs. We 
cooked over an open fire and set a watch every night against hyena 
attacks, heeding the reminder that rebel forces in the area might see us 
as an attractive target for abduction.  Our days were spent at a local 
elementary school, teaching and playing with the students, 
encouraging the teachers and learning from all of them.  

One morning, as the interns headed off to the school, one of them 
hung back and, through genuine tears, told me she didn't want to go. 
In a moment of courageous honesty, she shared with me that she 
didn't actually like the children at all, maybe even hated them.  The 
hardness of the lifestyle, so common to those we were sent to reach, 
along with the fact that the children and teachers weren’t as “nice” as 
many of us thought they should be, or as appreciative of our efforts as 
we had hoped they would be, was taking its toll on this otherwise 
bright and resourceful young woman. 

I was completely out of my depth. What could I say that would change 
her heart? I had nothing. I fell back on God, not out of any particular 
wisdom, but out of desperation. I said, "Tell you what, why don't you 
just stay behind today and pray for them instead?”  She agreed and 
spent that day and the next alone in our camp.  Afterwards she came to 
me and said, "God has changed my heart. I love the children."  Some 
might think she just tired of staying alone and praying, which I might 
have believed also, except for the fact that this intern would return to 
serve two more 4-year terms in Africa.  A couple of days of prayer for 
someone for whom she felt a deep dislike actually allowed God to 
change her heart.   

Who is it that you are struggling to love right now? May I challenge you 
to pray for them?  What kind of prayer should you pray for them?  What 
do you think God might do in your heart if you accept this challenge? 
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