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PARTNERS IN PRAYER 
F o r  C a r p i n t e r i a ,  T h e  C o a s t l a n d s  &  T h e  N a t i o n s

Prayer & Praise 

Sunday, November 21st Contact Prayer 
Team, Rob & Debbie Cozort and Cliff & 
Angi Wiggins recorded the following: 

A sister with a wrist pain issue 

A sister who is Reading John & asking for 
Holy Spirit guidance 

A brother who was moved by the sermon 
to become more like Christ. 

A brother who is the only Christian in his 
family and wants to be a good witness for 
Christ over the holidays. 

A brother who doesn't know his niece very 
well but she just lost her son and he 
wanted to have the words to comfort her. 

Held and cried with a sister as she poured 
her heart out to God about her future.  

Ongoing Prayer Projects 
Pray for Weston as he comes to grips with 
his issues of addiction. For victory over the 
darkness and a full restoration of his body, 
with no long-term damage. 

Please continue to pray for James in a 
hospital in Hays KS, with COVID-19.  He was 
placed on a vent last week.  His numbers 
are better, but much prayer still needed.  
James is 40 and has 3 children.  Pray for his 
Mom, Valerie, who lost her husband only a 
year ago. 

Please continue praying for Amber 
Smith, still suffering side effects from the 
COVID-19 vaccine. Amber is improving, but 
still much prayer needed.   This has been 
such a long struggle for both Matt and 
Amber, pray that God will encourage them 
today, as He continues to heal her. 

Here I Raise My . . . What?
“Then Samuel took a stone and set it up between Mizpah and Jeshanah, 
and named it Ebenezer; for he said, “Thus far the Lord has helped us.””  

1 Samuel 7:12, NRSV 

Several months after Israel suffered a crushing defeat by the Philistines, 
Samuel called for the people of Israel to gather at Mizpah and repent of 
their sins (1 Samuel 7:2–14). The Philistines again massed their armies to 
attack; but as the people repented from their idolatry and while Samuel 

was praying, God threw the Philistine army into a panic and caused them to turn 
and run. The Israelites chased them “as far as below Beth-car” (1 Samuel 7:11). In 
commemoration of the victory, Samuel erected a stone between Mizpah and Shen 
and called its name Ebenezer; for he said, “Thus far the Lord has helped us.”   

Samuel’s Ebenezer (the word means “a stone of help”) finds its origin some 200 
years earlier, as Joshua leads the nation in the conquest of Canaan.  After 40 long 
years of wandering in the desert, long enough for all of those who had originally 
departed Egypt under Moses to die, the children of those former slaves are finally 
entering into the promised land.  As they stand, however, on the banks of the 
Jordan, a seemingly insurmountable obstacle rises up to deter them.  Israel was not 
just standing on the bank of the Jordan River, they were standing on the edge of a 
flood. The Jordan, in its full flood stage, was swallowing real estate by the acre. But 
God had a plan and He shared it with Joshua.  

As the nation watched, the priests lifted the Ark of the Covenant and moved 
steadily toward the surging water's edge. No one followed. They kept a distance of 
at least a thousand yards from the priests and their sacred cargo, according to the 
instructions given by God Himself.  

Even at that distance, however, the sight that unfolded before them was incredible. 
As the sandals of the priests broke the water's surface, the flow of the river stopped. 
From the right, no water surged down the river's channel. The water the priests had 
entered rushed over their feet and out of sight. An open pathway of dry, firm land 
lay in front of Israel. The priests moved to the center of the channel, and the nation 
rose to cross to the other bank. The river bottom was dry because God was with 
them. Joshua's leadership was exalted. And the people were about to learn a 
lesson in gratitude.   Joshua gathered 12 men around him in order to explain their 
task. "Go over before the ark of the Lord your God into the middle of the Jordan," 
Joshua said (Joshua 4:5).   
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Please be in prayer for the families of those 
lost and those who were injured when an 
SUV plowed through a crowd of people in 
Waukesha, WI at the city’s Christmas parade.  
Please pray God’s protection over our nation 
as we enter the holiday season. 

Got a Prayer Request? 

Send your requests via email to: Bill 
Stapleton (wfstapleton@gmail.com) or Pastor 
Nick Tortorici (nick@realitycarp.com). Also, if 
you know of others who would benefit from 
this prayer letter, and who will pray, forward 
their email address, and we’ll include them in 
the list. Our goal is to identify and build a 
group of prayer warriors and get the whole 
body praying together.  

Joshua gathered 12 men around him in order to explain their task.  "Each of 
you is to take up a stone on his shoulder." Within minutes the 12 returned, 
laboring with their river-rounded stones. The ground popped with the 
impact of the 12 stones being dumped at Joshua's feet. One by one Joshua 
worked with the rocks. First came a base. Then others were stacked and 
rotated into position to form a carefully engineered pile. A monument, of 
sorts.  

"In the future," Joshua said as he slapped his hands together to rid himself 
of their dust and dirt, "when your children ask you, 'What do these stones 
mean?' tell them that the flow of the Jordan was cut off before the ark of the 
covenant of the LORD. . . . These stones are to be a memorial to the people of 
Israel forever" (Joshua 4:6-7).   

A people whose parents had fashioned bricks in Egypt under the whip now 
looked at an architecture of their own, albeit, a humble pile of stones. But to 
them and their children, the rocks were a physical reminder that God had 
intervened for them and brought them to a certain place. They saw His 
power, and they marked the place.  They didn’t intend to stop there, though.  
And God had no intention of allowing them to stop there.  What Joshua did 
at the Jordan and what Samuel later named represent for us a heart attitude 
of gratefulness and thanksgiving, and also a measure of faith.  Now they 
knew God could bring them this far.  What challenges might they face in the 
future? 

Nearly a year ago, as Reality Carpinteria sent out many of our friends and 
fellow believers to form Christ Church, we were wondering how God would 
bring us through.  But God has indeed brought us through that wilderness 
and the sense that we are now crossing over spiritually into a new place 
(dare I say, a new Reality?) is everywhere we look.  Shall we not, then, mark 
our progress under God’s mighty hand, trusting Him for even greater things 
in the future?  After all, we know He can bring us this far.  There are many 
instances of God’s mercy now installed in the history of this past year at 
Reality Carpinteria.  But some of the more recent ones stand out as 
Ebenezer’s for us as a congregation: 

Praise God for Penny’s Remarkable Recovery, what a joy to have her with 
us in our gatherings and see every week the progress she has made.  Bless 
the Lord that after her brain surgery Gabi is doing so remarkably well, 
with very little discomfort.  How amazing it was to see her here with us just a 
week after her surgery, laughing and fellowshipping.  The unexplainably fast 
healing of these two women in response to the prayers of our congregation 
stand as a reminder that God is on His throne and prayer changes things.  In 
the future when we face challenges we can take our cues from God’s people, 
Israel.  “Thus far, the Lord has helped us.” 

Ursula’s New Furnace:  Here’s one you may not have heard of yet.  That’s 
right, physical and emotional healing aren’t the only areas where God proves 
Himself mighty and faithful.  Several weeks ago we prayer with Ursula, who 
was overwhelmed because the furnace in her home was broken, blowing 
ashes and soot, and needed replacing, at a cost of several thousand dollars.  
She didn’t have the money and we prayed simply that God would provide in 
His own special way.  As the prayer ended one of us felt prompted to say, 
“Maybe your homeowner’s insurance could help.”  That set in motion a series 
of events that brought Ursula a brand new furnace at no cost to her.  Praise 
God for His wonderful provision. 
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