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Sunday, September 18th Contact Prayer 
Team, Rob & Deb Cozort, Doug Smith and 
Danece Stapleton recorded the following:  

Prayers for Peace and Healing for a recent 
wisdom tooth extraction.   
Prayers for a Sister who has an upcoming 
foot surgery on Nov 13th. Asking for 
healing and Doctor’s wisdom.  
Prayer for a Brother who has an upcoming 
UCLA Doctor visit for a small tumor in his 
pituitary gland on Nov. 13th; other issues 
out of balance as well.  Praying for healing, 
wisdom and a witness to all involved to the 
greatness of our Lord 
Prayer for a Sister who has leg and joint 
pain keeping her up at night. Praying for 
healing and wisdom. 
Prayers with a Retired Couple dealing with 
a series of health challenges and fear. 
Prayed for healing and breaking fear with 
trust in the Lord.  
Prayers with a Mother for her son-in-law. 
Job changes and instability the need of a 
new position to meet family needs - 
prayed for God’s grace and provision for 
the future; that God would prove Himself 
mighty in their life, and mom would 
continue faithful in prayer.  

O n g o i n g  P r a y e r  
N o t e s  

Please Pray for Ursula’s Mom 94 years of age. She 
fell and has been hospitalized with 6 broken ribs.  
She will be in hospital another week.  Pray for 
timing as Ursula tries to arrange business here to 
allow for a visit before year’s end.  
Please Continue to Pray for Erin, who fell in church 
and fractured/dislocated her kneecap.   She is 
currently recuperating from surgery.  Pray that 
healing continues well. 

C o n t a c t  P r a y e r  N o t e s

I
t’s no secret that folks today 
know less, in terms of raw, 
memorized knowledge, than 
people, say, 50 years ago.  In 

1972 we had to remember no less than 
25 phone numbers in order to stay in 
touch with friends and family.  We also 
had to know the directions to each 
other’s houses and have a catalog of the 
main streets in our town and the major 
highways that connected our town to 
other cities.  We read maps, 
encyclopedias, dictionaries and usually 
got at least some of our socio-political 
sensibilities from a daily newspaper.  Not 
to lament the passing of these habits, 
though.  They were made irrelevant by 
the fact that we now have devices and searchable repositories to keep this information for 
us.  So now we use the neural pathways once dedicated to memorization for more 
dynamic work, like using GPS navigation, obtaining instant traffic information from a social 
network, and efficiently employing our smartphones, which connect us with a worldwide 
web of information.  Since we can literally know anything we want to know at any time, 
there’s much less need for memorized information.   
But there is an area in which we have lost something that really matters by our transition to 
a personally less-engaged, technologically augmented society, and that is our ability to 
effectively use our language.  Not all people, but many, have lost the memory of 
grammatical features.  I was astonished when I taught a graduate level seminar to  teachers, 
that many of them thought it would be OK in formal writing to use text-message terms like 
LOL.  More than that, though, there was a distinct deficit in ability for many to actually put 
coherent thoughts on paper.  Spelling (we rely on spell-checkers, and we all know how that 
goes) and especially vocabulary are areas of concern.  Once rarely used, superlatives like 
awesome, excellent, and perfect have become little more than meaningless placeholders 
in our everyday speech, which leaves us wanting when we need to express something truly 
extraordinary.  One area in which this shows is the language we use as we pray.  Recently I 
spoke with a friend who declines to pray in public or even in a small group for fear she 
might get stuck and not know what to say, not be able to express herself.  The specter of 
that long, awkward silence terrifies her.  This is a real fear, and tears came to her eyes as she 
related it to me.  As she shared her fear, which bordered on shame, the thought instantly 
came to me; “Tell her to begin by simply repeating the prayers she finds in Scripture, and 
learning them.”  After giving her a moment to gather herself I said; “God has given us many 
fine examples for how to pray.  It’s a skill that can be learned in private, and there’s really no 
need to be stressed about it.”  It was as if I had taken the weight of the world off her 
shoulders.  “I never thought of it that way!” She said, smiling.   
In his excellent volume, “God’s Prayer Book - The Power and Pleasure of Praying the 
Psalms” Ben Patterson writes: 
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R eality Carpinteria is blessed with wonderful, self-sacrificing Pastors 
and staff, who work tirelessly to meet the needs of the congregation.  
Let’s always be in prayer for them by name, including their spouses, 
children and lifestyle situations. 
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“Learning to pray is, in fact, like learning language. Most babies come into the 
world full of some very strong desires and feelings. They are quite capable of 
expressing them in grunts, gurgles, squeals, and sobs. But it’s a stretch to call 
their utterances language. It would be tragic if, at age eighteen, these noises 
were still all they knew about communication. And it would be worse than 
tragic if at age eighteen they were still asking for the things they wanted at three 
months, if their desires had not expanded and matured as they learned to speak. 
The process of learning language is complex and wonderful; it begins with a 
child listening to his or her parents, then mimicking and copying what he or she 
hears. But a child is not a parrot, and very quickly mimicry turns to meaning. 
Words and ideas and desires match up with each other and are woven together 
in syntax and grammar. With language comes a culture and a way of 
understanding the world and other people. It’s marvelous what happens when 
we learn language: We are taken out of ourselves to what is beyond ourselves. 
It’s not just our informing the world who we are; it’s the world informing us who 
it is. It’s not just our telling others what we want; it’s others telling us what they 
want. Language changes us, making us more than we were when we were 
merely trying to express ourselves.”1 

Perhaps many of us could benefit from reading and learning the prayers of Scripture.  
Not merely the vocabulary and syntax of those prayers, but the ideas behind them, 
would deeply enrich our language and our lives.  Patterson, as he talks about learning to 
pray the Psalms, quotes James Montgomery Boice: 

“. . . learning to pray is a little like learning to play the violin with the 
virtuosos. No instrument sounds worse in the beginning stages of learning; it’s 
all screech and scratch. But if the student is determined to play well, he checks 
the program guide for the classical music station and notes when the violin 
concertos will be aired. He buys the music score for each concerto and does his 
best to play along with the orchestra. At first he sounds terrible. As time passes, 
however, he begins little by little to sound more and more like the orchestra. But 
all along, as he groans on his instrument, the orchestra plays the music 
beautifully—his poor performance is caught up and completed in the music of 
the masters. So it is with us and prayer: By praying the Psalms back to God, we 
learn to pray in tune with the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.”2 

If this idea appeals to you as it does to me, take a few moments and begin with this 
passage from Psalm 119.  Consider its meaning, and the content of the requests the 
psalmist makes, but listen also to the language, how it expresses our need for God and 
His righteousness.  Mimic the psalm to begin with, but don’t stop there.  Rewrite its 
thoughts in your own best words and repeat it.  Learn to play the instrument as you listen 
to the masters.  Let it become a pattern for your prayers today: 

“Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes; and I will keep it to the end.  
Give me understanding, that I may keep your law and observe it with my whole 
heart. Lead me in the path of your commandments, for I delight in it.  
Incline my heart to your testimonies, and not to selfish gain!  
Turn my eyes from looking at worthless things; and give me life in your ways.  

Psalm 119:33–40, ESV 
———————— 
1. Patterson, Ben. God's Prayer Book: The Power and Pleasure of Praying the Psalms 

Carol Stream, IL, Tyndale House Pp 1-2 
2. Boice, James Montgomery, Romans, vol. 2, “The Reign of Grace,” Romans 5–8 Grand 

Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1992, p. 892, quoted in IBID, p1 

Please Continue to Pray for Amber, still very 
sensitive to light and sound, but improving daily.   
Please Continue to Pray for Barbara, for decisions 
and timing in regard to her upcoming transplant. 
A Praise Report from Charli - A few weeks ago I 
asked for prayer for Shalla who was staying at the 
campground in Carpinteria. I had hiked with her a 
few days prior to her suddenly having a brain bleed. 
She had been rushed to the hospital went into 
surgery and was in a coma. Things had not looked 
good at all and the doctors felt it likely she would 
never recover. I have very exciting news:  She came 
out of the coma!!! She is not speaking yet but she 
does recognize people and is able to do 
commands like touch her nose when the doctors 
tell her. Please continue to prayHer for a complete 
and total recovery.  
Please Continue to Pray for the Meade Family, 
preparing for service in a nation where Jesus is not 
known.  Pray for their financial goals to be reached, 
for safety and a special anointing to serve in a 
nation where Jesus is not officially welcomed.  Pray 
safety and security for the children, and that God 
would use them also to reach the unreached.   In 
addition, please pray for Garrett’s foot, which has a 
broken small bone.  Pray that it will heal on its own 
without surgery. 
Please Pray for Terry’s Radiation (skin cancer) 
weekly until the end of October, and Al’s 
Neurosurgery in about a month. 
Please Pray for Several Families in our 
congregation who are in urgent need of housing. 
Please Continue to Pray for Tanner Klein, on 
mission in Paris with YWAM.  Pray for clarity, that 
God will speak clearly to him regarding the future 
and that he will continue to be a blessing to those 
around him as he serves.
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Don’t Forget! 
Wednesday Evening Prayer & Worship

6:30 PM in the Sanctuary

Jenn Sanchez Vick  
Fritz Velasquez 
Bill Stapleton 
Danece Stapleton 
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