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Sunday, September 25th Contact Prayer Team, Rob & 
Deb Cohort, Fritz Velasquez and Jenn Sanchez 
reported the following: 

Prayers for a Sister whose niece was involved in a car crash 
and has whiplash and other injuries.  She actually caused 
the accident because she was drunk at the time, so prayer 
for her to receive this as a wake-up call and get her life right 
with Jesus as He graciously heals her injuries. 

Prayers with a Sister asking God to keep her relationship 
with her boyfriend growing together in the Lord!  

Prayers with a Brother concerned that his older children 
are straying from the Lord, asking God to keep them safe 
and draw them close to Himself. 

Prayers with a Sister who was responding to the message 
that God is indeed the Creator of everything that exists, 
and all the problems humans are experiencing are directly 
related to our rejection and rebellion. 

Prayer for a Brother who has an upcoming UCLA Doctor 
visit for a small tumor in his pituitary gland on Nov. 13th; 
other issues out of balance as well. 

Please Pray for Healing for Adriana’s Kidney.  She 
currently has about 12% function and is 
experiencing pain and sickness.   
Please Pray for Merrill’s Brothers, Murray, and 
Howard.  Murray has end-stage cancer.  He 
expressed faith in Christ as a teenager but threw it all 
out after  he entered university.   Howard is a 
missionary in Mexico, but is in hospital in Canada 
with brain inflammation now.  Pray for healing for our 
dear brother’s family, especially salvation for Murray. 
Please Continue to Pray for the Meade Family, 
preparing for service in a nation where Jesus is not 
known.  Pray for their financial goals to be reached, 
for safety and a special anointing to serve in a nation 
where Jesus is not officially welcomed. In addition, 
please pray for Garrett’s foot, which has a broken 
small bone.  Pray that it will heal on its own without 
surgery. 
Please Pray for Terry’s Radiation (skin cancer) weekly 
until the end of October, and Al’s Neurosurgery in 
October. 

C o n t a c t  Pr a y e r  N o t e s

“Yahweh! The Lord! The God of compassion and mercy! I am slow to anger and 
filled with unfailing love and faithfulness. I lavish unfailing love to a thousand 
generations. I forgive iniquity, rebellion, and sin. . . .” 

Exodus 34:6–7, NLT 

“And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything 
according to his will he hears us.   And if we know that he hears us in whatever we 
ask, we know that we have the requests that we have asked of him.” 

  1 John 5:14–15, ESV 

I
 want to tell you about the night I killed Ted Morris.” Tommy Pigage 
opened his court-mandated appearance at the Trigg County High 
School MADD meeting with those trembling words. Standing in the 
back of the gym was Elizabeth Morris, Ted’s grieving mother. In time 

she would find it in herself not simply to forgive but to unofficially adopt the 
young man who had collided with her son while driving drunk. Her husband, 
Frank, a part-time preacher and a driver for UPS, would baptize Tommy with his 
own hands. Years later, Tommy still called his new parents every day between 4 
and 5 p.m. Though Tommy had no right to expect anything from them, Ted’s 
parents opened the door of their life to Tommy. In the process, everything 
changed.1  

Samuel Sesay is the director of Edunations, a ministry that builds schools in 
remote villages in Sierra Leone, West Africa. When in 2014 Ebola broke out in the 
region, the ministry shifted from building schools to serving those who were 
suffering from the disease by providing food for families during the forced three-
week quarantine. There were rumors of children dying not from the disease but 
from the isolation period, when many parents could not provide food. Earlier, 
one of the ministry workers, John, had to be removed from his position after 
serious charges of misappropriation were proven to be true. Samuel had to 
enforce the decision and tell John he could no longer work with Edunations. 
John’s response was to hire a local witch doctor to pronounce a death curse on 
Samuel. Later, in the midst of the plague, a woman who lived in John’s house 
inadvertently played with a child whose mother had just died from Ebola. John’s 
entire household of twenty-three people was immediately placed under a three-
week forced quarantine. A family that large would not survive without outside 
help, which by this point the government was no longer able to provide. When 
he heard the news, Samuel made providing food for John’s family a priority for 
the ministry. When John saw one of the workers delivering care packages, he 
was so overcome that he nearly broke through the rope demarcating his 
quarantined house. His family was sustained, and thankfully no one else 
contracted Ebola. John wept publicly and asked the church to pray for him. 
Samuel’s openness to care for the person who had desired his death opened a 
door in John’s life that would have otherwise remained forever closed.  

In Ann Arbor, Michigan, in 1996 eighteen-year-old Keshia Thomas showed up to 
protest a rally of the white supremacist group known as the KKK. Keshia and her 
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“I waited patiently for the Lord; he inclined to me and heard my 
cry. He drew me up from the pit of destruction, out of the miry 
bog, and set my feet upon a rock, making my steps secure. He put 
a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God. Many will 
see and fear, and put their trust in the Lord. 

  Psalm 40:1–3, ESV 

W
hen asked what personal prayers we 
could offer for them, Pastors Adam 
and Nick answered this way: 
Adam:  “That when I stand before 

God I will see that I have been even more faithful as 
a father than I have as a Pastor.” 
Nick:  “That my family will be healed of the many 
physical ailments we all have from the disaster we 
were part of.  That I will be faithful and true to my 
call.” 
This week, let’s join in prayer every day, asking 
God to give our Pastors the assurance that these 
selfless prayers of theirs are answered.  God is 
Faithful!

friends were in a separate fenced-off 
space when one of the KKK members 
inadvertently wandered into her group. 
S o m e o n e s h o u t e d , “ T h e r e ’s a 
Klansman!” and the protesters began to 
retaliate. Then Keshia threw herself into 
the fray, placing her own body between 
the Klansman and the outraged 
protestors, possibly saving the man’s life 
in the process. At that moment 
someone took a picture that became 

the Time/Life photo of the year. Keshia’s radical act of courage gave birth to a 
movement that has inspired thousands more to consider opening the door of 
their lives in forgiveness and reconciliation.2 

Forgiving the murderer of your only son, feeding someone who has placed a 
curse on you, offering yourself to save a man who has dedicated his life to 
persecuting and destroying yours. We hear these kinds of sacrificial, heroic, 
impossibly forgiving stories and wonder how someone could possibly open the 
door of their life to another in such a remarkable way.  We are wordless before 
these kinds of stories because they press the boundaries of language to express. 
There is no word that communicates the miracle of someone opening their life to 
someone who has no right to expect anything from them.  

At the heart of this relentless and extravagant act of God himself, central to the 
indescribable mystery of the opening of the door of His life, is the Hebrew word 
hesed. When God definitively reveals himself to Moses, the word is twice upon his 
lips. When he reaches out to David, it is the word on which their relationship and 
David’s throne rest. The psalmists sing about it.  It is used 26 times in 26 verses of 
Psalm 136. This small three-letter word, חסד  (Hesed), seems to always be there 
when the door is open from one life to another, when the unexpected and 
undeserved gift of one’s life is offered with no strings attached, when 
inexpressible acts of adoption, forgiveness, and courage occur that leave us 
speechless.3 

When we pray resting ourselves and our requests upon God’s faithfulness, we 
align ourselves with His character.  The Bible reveals the God of hesed, who has 
opened the door of his life to you and me. Though we are responsible for the 
death of his only Son and have, in effect, cursed him, he covered us with his body, 
his blood, and saved us long before we might have accepted him. We have no 
right to expect anything from him, the Holy One. Yet he has extended himself to 
us, has invited us to enter his world, has made our story a part of his story, has 
opened his life to the inevitable possibility of being hurt, disappointed, and 
wounded by you and me.   This is the God whom Jesus tells us will always answer 
our prayers.  So, more than simply reminding God of His faithfulness and 
bolstering our own courage to ask, when we pray leaning upon His steadfast love, 
our prayers into His faithfulness open His life to us and our lives to others.  They 
become the vehicle for us to reflect His Hesed in our own lives and spheres of 
influence. 
———————— 
Resources (with links) 
1. William Plummer, “In a Supreme Act of Forgiveness, a Kentucky Couple ‘Adopts’ the Man 
Who Killed Their Son,” People, August 26, 1985,.  
2. Catherine Wynne, “The Teenager Who Saved a Man with an SS Tattoo,” BBC News, 
October 29, 2013,. 
3. Adapted from - Card, Michael. Inexpressible : Hesed and the Mystery of God’s 
Lovingkindness. Downers Grove, InterVarsity Press, 2018.

Please Pray for Several Families in our congregation 
who are in urgent need of housing and also for the 
many families dealing with addictions. 
Please Continue to Pray for Tanner Klein, on mission 
in Paris with YWAM.  Pray for clarity, that God will 
speak clearly to him regarding the future and that he 
will continue to be a blessing to those around him as 
he serves. 
Please Continue to Pray for Amber, still very sensitive to 
light and sound, but improving daily.   
Please Continue to Pray for Barbara, for decisions and 
timing in regard to her upcoming transplant. 
Please Pray for the Hundreds of Thousands of 
Russian Men currently fleeing their country to avoid 
being drafted into the military as the government 
escalates a war they cannot support.  As many as 
250,000, some as old as 55 received draft notices and 
have left homes and families with only what they can 
carry and fled to other countries in the past week.  It is 
truly an emergency migration of refugees. 
Please Pray for Reality Carpinteria, as negotiations 
continue.  Pray that God will lead us to our permanent 
home.
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