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Partners In Prayer 1

R ecently our own Tanner Klein was part of a team from YWAM Paris, sent to build 
temporary shelter housing in Ukraine.  Tanner is currently back in Paris, staying at the 
YWAM base.    

Click here to see the YWAM Kyiv Instagram page showing the project. 
It has now been nearly six months since the first bomb was burdened upon Ukraine, laying the 
foundations of an agonizing war that has now killed thousands, and displaced millions more. As 
this war in Ukraine continues, so does the work of the YWAM teams in Ukraine as well as the 
surrounding countries. Your prayers to support these teams are treasured and appreciated. Please 
take a moment to pray right now and please also pray with us on September 8, on our 
prayer day for YWAM’s prayer initiative called The Invitation. 

Pray for the neighboring countries. According to a recent article there are more than six 
million refugees from Ukraine currently, of which 90 percent are women and children. This is 
now the largest refugee crisis since World War II. Please pray for Christians in these countries, 
including YWAM teams, who are caring for the needs of refugees. 
Pray for YWAM’s teams in Ukraine. The YWAM teams in Ukraine continue to deliver food, 
medicine and other essentials to victims of the war. They face food and water shortages, 
sanitization issues and of course the threat of death. 
Pray for Russia. Please pray not only for those in Russia who are against this war, but for those 
who are for it. 

Tanner writes:  “We built 45 homes in just 9 days. Hallelujah! The LORD sustained and provided for 
us abundantly— crossing borders and military check points, avoiding land mines & serious job-site 
injuries, and remaining united in Christ amid numerous challenges daily. Countless seeds were 
planted and watered and many hearts were moved by God’s provision and generosity. We trust 
God will bring a fruitful harvest in Ukraine.

Sunday, August 28th Contact Prayer Team, Cliff & Angi 
Wiggins, Darlene Bertrand & Fawn Ray Kubay reported 
the following: 

Prayers with a Brother for his Sister.  Prayed for 
wisdom for her medication choice (traditional 
medicine or a more natural approach) also for 
himself, for a tumor on his pituitary gland.  
Prayer with a Brother who really just wanted a hug 
and needed some affirmation. 
Prayer with an Overwhelmed Single Mom with four 
kids. Prayed for clarity of thought for decision 
making, her schedule, and strength.  
Prayers with a Sister regarding ongoing oppression 
in her household.  Prayer to bind the enemy and 
bring healing and wholeness. 
Prayer with a Sister for her daughter who lives in 
Scotland.  Daughter and husband are having 
marriage difficulties and Mom is traveling to be with 
them at this time.  Prayer for the marriage, for 
traveling safety and for Jesus to bring wholeness to 
the fractured situation. 
Prayer with a Sister for a relationship she has been 
pursuing.  If God is in the relationship or not, that 
she would know and be able to follow Him well.  
Prayed for wisdom and to hear clearly what God is 
saying. 

Ongoing Prayer Notes 
Please Pray for the Sister who fell in church last 

Sunday and fractured/dislocated her kneecap.  Pray 
that the surgery (upcoming) will bring healing without 
the need for additional surgery.  Currently she and 1 
child are staying with parents in Ventura to be close to 
school, and her husband is with the other children 
here in Carpinteria, where they go to school.  Pray for 
the family as they navigate this difficult time, and for 
complete healing. 

Please Pray for a Couple who have been at Reality 
for many years.  The wife has been experiencing 
health problems, and is now beginning to lose her 
memory.  Her meds make her dizzy, and she isn’t able 
to leave home very often.  This puts a strain on the 
husband and children, and makes things very difficult. 

Praises for for Chip’s Recovery from Surgery 
Continue to pray for speedy and complete health. 

Please Continue to Pray for Amber, still very sensitive 
to light and sound, and struggling with new medications, 
but improving daily.   
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Getting Past  Perfunctory Prayer 

Most of us learned to pray as children, and that’s good, because child-like prayers 
are the kind Jesus thinks are the most authentic.  After teaching His disciples the 
parable about the Pharisee and the tax collector (Luke 18:10-14) Jesus makes the 

application in a brief, but sweeping statement: 
“For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles 
himself will be exalted.”      
Luke 18:14b ESV 

Many of our study Bibles make a paragraph separation between that statement and the 
next episode, but notice what happens.  The very next thing Luke records is Jesus’ 
instruction to His disciples about children.   

“Now they were bringing even infants to him that he might touch them. And when 
the disciples saw it, they rebuked them.  But Jesus called them to him, saying, “Let 
the children come to me, and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom 
of God. Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a 
child shall not enter it.” 

    Luke 18:15–17, ESV 
Remember that the original text doesn’t have any verses or chapters, or really even any 
paragraphs.  The separation is artificial.  What happens here is Luke records Jesus telling 
His disciples about the importance of humility before the Father, and then illustrating that 
humility with children.  Children’s prayers are unpretentious, vulnerable, and humble.  
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Partners In Prayer 2

When children need something, they don’t worry about what other people might think 
of them if they admit their need.  They simply bring it to the Father.  The formula is 
simple:  I have a need.  God is listening, and wants to address my need.  I will bring my 
need to Him.  In fact, when children try to imitate adults their prayers get a little strange.  
Our son was 10 years old when he came to us, and hadn’t had any experience with 
church or prayer.  We were teaching him how to present his needs to God, and he was 
learning well.  But his attempts to imitate our special words went awry when, over dinner 
at a friend’s house one night he prayed; “Dear Lord, please bless this food and the 
hands that repaired it.  In Jesus’ name, amen.”  Later on in a group setting he was heard 
to ask God to help our family as we went overseas to spread the “gossip”.  His attempt to 
pray “grown-up prayers” was humorous, but looking back now, unnecessary.   

In his book, The Deep Things of God, Fred Sanders includes a chapter he titles, “Praying 
With the Grain,” in which he talks about the mechanics of prayer in relation to the Trinity.   

“Prayer is a great blessing, but it can be daunting and difficult when you stop to 
think what is involved in a finite, sinful creature reaching out to an infinite 
holy God . . . Perhaps it is that pressure that leads us to behave so poorly in our 
attempts at prayer: mouthing thoughtless cliches that even we don’t know the 
meaning of; tongue-tied; repetitious; distractible; with wandering minds that 
only succeed in coming back to self=centeredness as a reliable point of departure.  
Not only does God know that prayer is daunting, but it is even a biblical 
doctrine that we are not, in ourselves, equipped for prayer.  Romans 8:26 says 
‘We do not know how to pray as we ought.’  That same passage goes on to say 
that ‘the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans too deep for words.  And he 
who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit 
intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.’  And then, within just a 
few verses a second intercessor appears:  ‘Christ Jesus is the one who died—and 
more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of the God, who 
indeed is interceding for us.’(v. 34)  Christian prayer has double intercession 
built into it. . . Your prayer life is secure in the hands of the Father.”1 

What Sanders is telling us here is a powerful thought we should have in mind every time 
we begin to pray.  We do not need to worry about the words we are using, either when 
we pray with others, or when we pray alone.  God has already made provision for our 
prayers to be interpreted, corrected and processed as they make their way to the 
Father, by the Spirit, through the Son.  

 And it isn’t as if this is a simple, one-way process.  It works both ways.  As we pray, relying 
on the Spirt and Jesus to interpret our heart and our desires to the Father, the process 
reverses and those two intercessors bring the heart of the Father back to us.  This is how 
we come to know God’s heart.  Pray more!  The mere process of praying not only 
conveys our hearts and desires to the Father, but ends up bringing His heart back to us.  
That’s how old faithful prayer warriors answer the question; “What happens if God 
doesn’t answer my prayer as I expected?”  It doesn’t matter so much how God answers 
your prayer if you know His heart.  There are many people who refuse to pray, or whose 
prayer life is stilted or relegated to saying rote prayers and perfunctory platitudes.  Often 
they give as the reason for this that they prayed for something very important to them 
and God didn’t answer.  It breaks my heart to see that they really didn’t pray more and 
find out what God’s heart for them is, because once you know that, you begin to realize 
that He always answers, and He always does the best thing, even if it sometimes doesn’t 
appear to us to be best.  Real prayer goes beyond the perfunctory recitation and the 
flowery expression.  It relies upon the Spirit and Jesus to speak to the Father on our 
behalf.  And it draws us into His heart of endless love for us.  What could be better?  Pray 
more! 
———— 
1.  Sanders, Fred. The Deep Things of God : How the Trinity Changes Everything. Wheaton, 
Crossway, 2017. P. 220-221 

Please Continue to Pray for the Meade Family, 
preparing for service in a nation where Jesus is not 
known.  Pray for their financial goals to be reached, for 
safety and a special anointing to serve in a nation 
where Jesus is not officially welcomed.  Pray safety and 
security for the children, and that God would use them 
also to reach the unreached.   In addition, please pray 
for Garrett’s foot, which has a broken small bone.  Pray 
that it will heal on its own without surgery. 

Please Continue to Pray for Tanner Klein, on mission 
in Ukraine with YWAM.  Pray that the team will be faithful 
ambassadors of Christ and to speak boldly of their faith 
as they share their reason for being there.  See the 
article above and Tanner’s comments. 

Prayer Partners Needed

W e are still seeking 2 volunteers for the 
Contact Prayer Team.  It isn’t as difficult as it 
may seem.  Simply consider being available 

to pray for friends in need at the end of service on Sunday. 
Also, we will soon be adding another layer to our 
Sunday Morning Prayer, in the form of a team of 
Intercessors, seated in a quiet place, praying together in 
real time for the service as it proceeds. 16 Prayer Partners 
are needed for this ministry to serve once a month each.  
Remember that God moves as we pray!  If these 
opportunities speak to you, of if you know someone else 
who would be interested please email Pastor Nick 
(nick@realitycarp.com) or to Bill Stapleton 
(wfstapleton@gmail.com).
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Don’t Forget! 
Wednesday Evening Prayer & Worship

6:30 PM in the Sanctuary

Getting Past Perfunctory Prayer  Continued . . .

Chip & Darrellen Graves 
Aimie Lalas 

Trisha Kenney 
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