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Partners In Prayer 1

Sunday, August 14th Contact Prayer Team, Rob & Deb 
Cozort, Doug Smith and Darlene Bertrand  reported the 
following: 

Please Pray for the Many Families in our Congregation 
whose loved ones are struggling with Alcoholism and 
Addictions.  Pray for the Holy Spirit to interrupt their cycle 
of dependency and break through with His love, 
acceptance and forgiveness. 
Prayer for a Brother Clean and Sober Only a Short Time.  
We prayed for God’s inner strength to guide him, for 
ministering angels, against spirits of alcoholism and 
depression, and that he’d be able to find a job and 
restart his life.   
Prayer for Merrill and Theresa Dyck; safe travel and 
God’s blessing on the Puma People.   They leave not the 
23rd of Aug for a several weeks.   Safety and God’s 
provision and salvation continues in the Puma people 
group  
Prayer for a Sister whose four daughters have walked 
away from the Lord.  One specific daughter that had her 
husband leave her and their 3 kids overseas.   God’s 
protection and provision 

Ongoing Prayer Notes 
Please Pray for Chip who has a surgery on August 22.  
Pray for all who contribute to his care, the surgeon’s 
hands to be blessed, and for the most favorable 
outcome. 
Please Continue to Pray for the Sister of One of the 
Prayer Partners who has broken off all communication.  
Ask the Holy Spirit to break through the wall of anger 
and bitterness to minister love and draw her to 
Himself. 
Please Continue to Pray for a Recently Divorced 
Young Mother we’ve been praying for some time now.  
She reported that she has had a real breakthrough in 
communication with her ex-husband,  and that his 
relationship with their child has greatly improved as 
well.  Keep Praying! 
Please pray for a Brother attending Reality who has 
been clean and sober only a short time.  Pray that God 
will bear him up and help him stand strong.  Pray 
against depression and alcoholism and for him to be 
able to find a job. 
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The Challenge Of  Ownership Contact Prayer Notes 
““I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. . . Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears 
much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. . . By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit 
and so prove to be my disciples.”  

John 15:1–8 (excerpts), ESV 

F rom God's point of view, our purpose is very simple. Just as a  vine must do, our 
main purpose in life is to produce fruit. Even more fundamentally, we must never 
forget that the owner of the vineyard is in control, and focused on receiving as much 

fruit as possible from His vineyard. 
  
How important is this teaching of John's 15th chapter? Remember that when Jesus said 
these things, He had just finished washing His disciples’ feet, led them through a final 
meal, instituted the Lord's Supper, and now was walking with them to the Garden of 
Gethsemane, where He would pray, and later be arrested. He knew the timetable, and 
was using care with every word. This was His last opportunity to get His point across.  
Among the olive trees was a grape arbor. The vines were just beginning their season of 
growth. The signs that a vinedresser, had been there would have been obvious. The vines 
would have been tended, pruned, cleaned, and tied to the arbor.  And it’s in this setting 
that Jesus talks to His disciples about how the master gardener cares for His vines, what 
He intends to achieve, and to whom the fruit belongs  Ownership is the issue. 
  
I read a story about an incident involving an older woman in Cincinnati* who had finished 
her weekly shopping and was just returning to her car. As she approached her vehicle, 
however, she saw four men sitting inside her car! The increasing crime rate in America had 
alarmed her, and she had long prepared for this very moment. She dropped her 
shopping bags, drew a handgun from her purse, and screamed, "I have a gun, and I know 
how to use it! Get out of the car!”  The men did not wait for a second invitation. Doors 
were opening, bodies were flying, and four men ran like crazy from the gun-toting 
grandmother.  Despite her Clint Eastwood imitation, the woman was shaken by the 
experience. It took her a moment to gather her shopping bags and get into the car. She 
kept an eye out for the hoodlums, but they didn't return. She put the gun back in her 
purse, and got her keys. For a moment, she thought the problem was her trembling hand, 
but no matter how she tried, she simply could not get her key to turn the ignition. In time, 
she took a better look at the car. It didn't seem as familiar as it once had. About that time, 
she noticed an identical car parked four or five spaces away, and realized that she'd just 
become part of America's crime wave. She'd stolen someone else's car!  According to the 
story, she transferred the groceries to her own car, and drove to the police station to turn 
herself in. The desk sergeant to whom she told the story nearly fell off his chair laughing. 
He pointed to the other end of the counter, where four very frightened men were 
reporting a senior-adult carjacking. After she made a full apology, no charges were filed.  
The lesson: Be sure you know what you own, or be prepared to be embarrassed!   

Having been an active Jesus-follower at least the past 40 years, I am now able to reflect 
upon the many times I’ve used my “keys” to try to start a car that didn’t belong to me.  I’m 
guessing you also may have made this same mistake.  I respond to a situation or 
circumstance in my life as though I have some right to a certain outcome, which I can see 
and which I intend to pursue.  But there is no mistaking the principle.   At the very 
beginning of the passage, He says, "I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener.” 

It doesn't take long for a toddler to learn a couple of powerful, one-word sentences.  
"NO!" “MINE!"  It’s truly amazing how soon we begin to feel entitled!  If he gets his grubby 
little hands on an empty, plastic butter dish, it won't matter what Mom intended for the 

Continued . . .
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dish. "MINE!!!" screams her little man, and the battle is on. It wouldn't matter if the object 
were a piece of trash, or a priceless work of art. Once his hands are on it, it's “MINE!"  How 
silly! Little children can't understand responsibility, time, earnings, or value. But they 
immediately get the concept of possession.  By the time we are 30, or 50, or 70, we’ve 
usually had the opportunity to look up to the heavens, curl up our fist, and say, "But God, it 
was MINE!" 

"But God, that was my good health. I want it back. I don't want this illness. I'm tired of the way I 
feel. I'm scared of the surgery. I'm sick of the treatments. It's not fair that it costs this much. God it 
was my health ... it was MINE!" 
"But God, I earned that money ... why did the stock market have to do that, now? That was my 
retirement ... It was MINE!" 
"But God," says the mother staring at the empty room of her now grown son. "He was just a little 
boy, and I liked him that way ... he was mine." 
"But God, this was my future. I planned it. I worked for it. I went to school for it. This was all mine. I 
don't want it to change now!” 
"But God," I heard myself say, ”I gave years of my life to that church. Thousands of dollars, and 
more sweat than anyone else I know. Now it's changing. It's not what it was. God, I want my 
church back!” 

"No," says God to the 2-year-old in all of us, "It wasn't yours at all. She wasn’t yours. He 
wasn’t yours. That was My church, not yours. You're not even yours! You belong to me.”  He 
is the vine and we are the branches.  God is in control, and we are not.   

There may be no harder principle to put into practice for many believers than this first one. 
We feel better if we're in control. If four adults are in the car, usually at least three people 
are thinking: "I should be driving.” 

When it comes to bearing fruit, the bad news is that the Lord demands that we relinquish 
control. There is no option. You and I have no more right to tell God how to do His 
business than a plant has a right to give the farmer instructions. It just doesn't work that 
way. So, that's the bad news. You have to give up control.  The good news? You don't have 
to carry the weight of being in control! You don't have to carry the weight of the branch! 
Your only job is to bear fruit.  There’s a pleasant and carefree life waiting for those who 
come to understand they own nothing, and that’s a good thing! 

Notes 
Adapted From:  Cook, Andy. “Vintage Faith Sermon | Created to Bear Fruit | John 15.” Www.lifeway.com, 1 Jan. 2014, www.lifeway.com/
en/articles/sermon-vintage-faith-learning-more-savior-vineyard-1  Accessed 11 Aug. 2022. 
*Turns out this is likely a composite story, made up of several similar events, which turned into an urban legend:  The debunking info can 
be found at https://www.snopes.com/fact-check/gun-toting-grannies/  but the illustration is still a good one.

Please Continue to Pray for Tanner “On Mission” for 
Jesus in Europe.  It seems God may have more in 
store for Tanner coming up, as things are changing 
with his job.  Now More That Ever -  Keep Praying! 
Please Continue to Pray for Amber, still very sensitive to 
light and sound, and struggling with fatigue, but 
improving daily.   

Please Pray for the Meade Family, preparing for service 
in a nation where Jesus is not known.  Pray for their 
financial goals to be reached, for safety and a special 
anointing to serve in a nation where Jesus is not 
officially welcomed.  Pray safety and security for the 
children, and that God would use them also to reach 
the unreached.

W e are still seeking 
2 volunteers for 
t h e C o n t a c t 

Prayer Team.  Consider how 
God could use your unique 
gifts and personality to 
minister to others.  What a 
great way to begin reaching 
out and loving those around 
you.  
Also, we will soon be adding 
another layer to our Sunday 
Morning Prayer, in the form of 
a team of Intercessors, seated 
in a quiet place, praying 
together in real time for the 
service as it proceeds. 16 
Prayer Partners are needed for 
this ministry to serve once a 
month each.  Remember that 
God moves as we pray!  If 
these opportunities speak to 
you, of if you know someone 
else who would be interested 
please email Pastor Nick 
(nick@realitycarp.com) or to 
B i l l S t a p l e t o n 
(wfstapleton@gmail.com).

 Click HERE to access previous issues of The Prayer 

Special Prayer Meeting 
For the Arabian Peninsula and Christians There

6:00 PM Tonight August 17th in the Sanctuary

Ownership  Continued . . .

“He also gave apostles, prophets, missionaries, as well as pastors and teachers as gifts ⸤to his church to prepare 
God’s people to serve and to build up the body of Christ. . . until all of us are united in our faith and in our 
knowledge about God’s Son, until we become mature, until we measure up to Christ, who is the standard.  

Ephesians 4:11–13, GW 

W hether it’s paying the bills, keeping us in good standing with our governing authorities, leading 
worship, preaching the Word of God with boldness, caring for our precious children and youth 
or counseling those in need, our Pastors & Staff are tireless and devoted to their difficult and 
often thankless jobs.  Let’s not forget how important they are to the Community of God’s People 

here in Carpinteria, and let’s pray for each of them by name and give a word of encouragement often. 

Pray for Our Pastors and Staff

Fritz Velasquez 
Jenn Sanchez Vick 
Fawn Ray Kubay 

Maria Sorosky

Prayer 
Partners 
Needed
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