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Partners In Prayer 1

Sunday, July 31st Contact Prayer Team, Chip & Darrellen 
Graves and Cliff & Angi Wiggins reported the following: 

Prayers for a Young Lady quitting her job and 
stepping out in faith for what God has next for her.  

Prayers for a Woman who needs her dental work 
fixed. She just recovered from Covid19. We also 
praised the Lord for all his past mercies.  

Prayed with a brother for a friend’s son to have a 
better work environment.  

Cliff & Angi really felt the presence of the Holy Spirit!   

Prayers with a Sister for physical healing  

Prayers With a Woman for her grandson, who is 
dealing with some legal issues and also rejecting his 
father's help. 

Prayers With a Woman for healing of a physical issue 
she has been dealing with for some time. 

Ongoing Prayer Notes 
Please Pray for Gilbere and Jimmie, still recovering 
from many days of illness with COVID-19. 

Praise Report!  Wes, the 8-year-old boy we have been 
praying for this past several weeks has made 
remarkable progress.  Mom, who has never asked for 
prayer before is certain our prayers were answered!  
Wes will continue being treated and will regain partial 
vision in the affected eye, which was not thought 
possible before. 

Please Continue to Pray for Becky, who went to 
hospital for headaches she thought connected to an 
auto accident on July 1.  The CAT Scan revealed an 
aneurysm on the left side of her brain.  She will need a 
procedure to repair the aneurysm.  Pray for healing, 
for relief from the headaches and thanks to God for 
the accident that may have saved her life.   

Please Continue to Pray for Tony and Kristi Hooper 
who lost their 12 year old son, Jesse, in an ATV 
accident on July 16th, as they navigate this season of 
loss and grief.  Pray for comfort and peace to reign. 

 Click HERE to access previous issues of The Prayer Partners Update

PARTNERS IN PRAYER 
F o r  C a r p i n t e r i a ,  T h e  C o a s t l a n d s  &  T h e  N a t i o n s

The Challenge Of  The Answered Prayer Contact Prayer Notes 
“So when the apostles were with Jesus, they kept asking him, “Lord, has the time come for you to free Israel and restore our 
kingdom?” He replied, “The Father alone has the authority to set those dates and times, and they are not for you to know. 
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my witnesses, telling people about me 
everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.””  

Acts 1:6–8, NLT  

It’s sometimes easy for us to read Luke’s record and focus only on what we know is 
about to happen - Pentecost.  If we skip over the detail here, we might forget the 
context for Jesus’ words in Acts 1:8.  The sentence there begins with the word 

“But . . .”  It means that all of the assumptions and conceptions that came before are 
to be set aside in light of this thing that I’m about to tell you.  That’s the context in 
which Luke records Jesus’ proclamation and foretelling of the coming of the Holy 
Spirit and the foundation of the Church.  The context in which Jesus issues this “But . 
. .”  statement is this: 

After following Jesus from one end of Galilee to the other, up to the 5 cities of 
the Decapolis and back to Jerusalem, over to the other side of Galilee, to the 
land of the Gadarenes, where He encountered a man inhabited by so many 
demons that they identified him as “Legion”. 
After seeing Him heal the sick, give sight to the blind, raise up those who were 
lame so they could walk, and even raise the dead, right in front of crowds of 
people.  No fanfare, no magic, no preamble, just healing and restoration and 
resurrection;  
After being with Him day and night for over 1277 days, traveling, camping out, 
cooking meals and “doing life” together as a small band of itinerant preachers 
and teachers;  
After having seen Him go through the horror of a Roman crucifixion, cruelly 
beaten and murdered - seeing His remains prepared for burial and taken to a 
cave, where a large stone covered the entrance. 
After the reports from the women, and then from Peter and John, in which they 
all discovered together that Jesus was not dead, but had in fact been raised 
from death to life.   
After seeing Him in His resurrection form over a period of another 40 days 
during which He did many more marvelous things. 

We see Jesus together with His disciples, and Luke says they “kept on asking Him” if 
He was now going to restore the Kingdom to Israel.  They had been hoping for a 
warrior king like David to come and vanquish Rome, take down her evil power, and 
once again establish Israel to her place of power and prosperity.  Jesus’ answer must 
have been far from what they expected. “You’re asking about things you cannot 
know.”  He says, “That’s God’s business!  But here's something to hold on to.  You’re 
going to receive power . . . and be my witnesses.”  This was a watershed moment in 
the Disciples' lives.  They walked away, having seen Jesus taken up into heaven from 
whence He had come, ready for some new, powerful thing.  I doubt if they 
understood very well what was about to happen to them, or what direction their 
lives were about to go.  It no longer mattered to them.  From that point onward we 
no longer hear the Apostles asking that question.  Jesus’ answer to it had changed 
their focus from what God was doing in world history to what He was doing in and 
through them, as witnesses to the resurrection.   

Notice that Jesus doesn’t say God won’t restore Israel.  He also doesn’t say the Disciples’ 
idea about Israel was wrong.  What He says is that the timing for what God is doing is not 
their business.  Their business is to receive the Holy Spirit, who is about to come upon 
them in power, and to testify about the Risen Christ.  They have the answer to their 
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Please Continue to Pray for Eric Nystrom, continuing to 
heal. Pray for some special help from the Lord gaining 
weight.   

Please Continue to Pray for a Family in our 
congregation struggling with joblessness and 
depression.  Pray that God will preserve the marriage, 
comfort the children and show them His will for their 
lives. 

Please Continue to Pray for Theo, a 5-year-old 
diagnosed with brain inflammation.  So far, he’s had 2 
of the 5-6 IVIG treatments he needs, and will have a 3rd 
treatment in August. Pray that he can start kindergarten 
this fall with an individualized education plan, so as he 
recovers, he can learn and grow with his peers.  

Please Continue to Pray for Tanner “On Mission” for 
Jesus in Europe.  Pray for open doors to the gospel 
and that he will attract those who need the gospel as 
he models it in his life and in his words. 

Please Continue to Pray for Amber, still very sensitive to 
light and sound, and struggling with fatigue, but 
improving daily.

Prayer Partners Needed

Pray for Our Pastors and Staff

W e are still seeking 2 volunteers for the Contact 
Prayer Team.  It isn’t as difficult as it may seem.  
Simply consider it being available to pray for 

friends in need at the end of service on Sunday. Consider 
how God could use your unique gifts and personality to 
minister to others.  What a great way to begin reaching out 
and loving those around you.  
Also, we will soon be adding another layer to our Sunday 
Morning Prayer, in the form of a team of Intercessors, 
seated in a quiet place, praying together in real time for the 
service as it proceeds. 16 Prayer Partners are needed for 
this ministry to serve once a month each.  Remember that 
God moves as we pray!  If these opportunities speak to you, 
of if you know someone else who would be interested 
please email Pastor Nick (nick@realitycarp.com) or to Bill 
Stapleton (wfstapleton@gmail.com).
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prayer.  The answer is the infilling of the Holy Spirit, and a job to do.  God’s larger mission 
would be accomplished according to His timing.  I believe they never looked back at 
their old expectation. 

 I suppose some of the other disciples wondered what Jesus was doing.  “After all,” some 
might have said, “Rome is still in power and her soldiers still abuse our people in the 
streets of Jerusalem just as if nothing had happened!  So where is the answer to our 
prayers?”  What they needed to learn — and perhaps what many of us need to learn by 
our own experience — is that their prayers had been answered.  But the answer didn’t 
look at all like what they had been asking for.  They had to learn to walk in the victory they 
had been given, to “take their meals together with glad and generous hearts” (Acts 2:46) 
and yet, to wait for further fulfillment.  God had answered their prayers, He was 
answering their prayers, and there was a sense that one day He would fully answer their 
prayers.  Peter and James, Paul and the other disciples all held out hope for the final 
answer to their prayer, and at the same time,  lived lives individually, and a common life 
together that rose above the dire circumstances they were living in.   

Only John remained at the end of the first century, and he writes this toward  the end of 
his life: 

“And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his will he hears us. 
And if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests that we have asked of 
him.”  

1 John 5:14–15, ESV 
His prayers had been answered, and they were being answered, he knew.  And his 
prayers would be fully answered, one day, as well.  But I imagine that by this time, the 
prayer for restoration of Israel to the seat of worldly power had begun to seem small, 
immature and childish, compared to the fellowship John knew with the Father.   This is 
the John who gave us the last book of the New Testament, who tells us; 

“He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, 
nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” And he who was seated on the throne 
said, “Behold, I am making all things new.””  

Revelation 21:4–5, ESV 

Having never seen the power of Rome vanquished, or Jerusalem reestablished as the 
center of civilization, John passed into eternity knowing he had the answer to his prayers.  
What prayers have you held onto, that weren’t answered as you expected?  According to 
John, if you belong to Jesus, you have received the answer, you are receiving the answer 
if you will continue, and you will someday, finally see the complete answer.  Thinking of it 
this way, the challenge of the answered prayer is greater than if it had remained 
unanswered.  Understanding that we have the answer to our prayer forces us to change 
our expectation and the paradigm under which we understand God’s work in our lives.

Rob & Deb Cozort 
Doug Smith 

Darlene Bertrand

W hether it’s paying the bills and keeping us in good standing with our governing authorities, leading worship, preaching the Word of God with boldness, 
caring for our precious children and youth or counseling those in need, our Pastors & Staff are tireless and devoted to their difficult and often thankless jobs.  
Let’s not forget how important they are to the Community of God’s People here in Carpinteria, and let’s pray for each of them by name and give a word of 

encouragement often. 
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