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Partners In Prayer 1

Sunday, July 17th Contact Prayer Team, Bill & Danece 
Stapleton, Doug Smith and Trisha Kenney reported the 
following: 

Prayers for an Elderly Sister facing a difficult financial 
situation and needing help. 

Prayers for a Young Woman in the middle of divorce. 
Prayed for peace, forgiveness and to walk close to the 
Lord and inHis forgiveness as this process continues. 

Prayers with a Brother for a friend who has been 
mismanaged at work, after having tested positive for 
COVID.  We prayed for a full healing and restoration to 
health.   

Prayers for Continued Healing and immune system 
help for a gal’s daughter who is in remission from 
cancer - same gal hasn’t been to church for awhile and 
we prayed for her continued healing as well 

Prayers for a Couple, the wife is having a big test this 
week for an ongoing medical issue, praying for 
healing, peace, wisdom to doctors, test is tomorrow 
and they want answers. Prayed against fear and 
anxiety. 

Ongoing Prayer Notes 

Please continue to pray for 8-year-old Wes, who has a 
blood vessel in one eye that is leaking, causing retinal 
scarring, leaving him blind in that eye.  Pray that God 
will heal Wes, and use this situation to draw his parents 
to Himself.   

Please Continue to Pray for Eric Nystrom back with us 
in Service last Sunday!, Thanks to you all for your 
earnest and effective prayers.  Please pray for his 
continued recovery, for some weight gain and that he 
will begin feeling better day by day. 

Please Pray for the Sister of One of the Prayer 
Partners who has broken off all communication.  She is 
51 and dying of alcoholism, and believes she is saved 
because she knows who Jesus is.  She’s unwilling to 
hear any counsel or even comforting words from her 
sister.  Ask the Holy Spirit to break through the wall of 
anger and bitterness to minister love and draw her to 
Himself. 

Please Continue to Pray for Tanner “On Mission” for 
Jesus in Europe.  It seems God may have more in 
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Pray Scripture! (Part  3) Contact Prayer Notes 
“Indeed, the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing until it divides soul 
from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart. And before him no 
creature is hidden, but all are naked and laid bare to the eyes of the one to whom we must render an account.”  

Hebrews 4:12–13 

W e began this series of articles 2 weeks ago.  Here’s part 3.  I don’t 
want to give the impression that I’m an expert on prayer. I’m not. But 
that’s one reason I find praying Scripture so helpful.  My point is 

simple: You should pray Scripture. 
Another Word on Context 

Context, is sometimes a matter of a more personal understanding, as well.  What I mean to 
say is that it’s not all cut and dried, there is room for us to disagree over context and still 
love one another and act accordingly.  Over the years I’ve heard, many times, both sides of 
the argument about praying 2 Chronicles 7:14 over our nation. 

“if my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek my face and 
turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and 
heal their land.”      2 Chronicles 7:14, ESV 

On one side people say that the promise is given within a specific context of the covenant 
between God and Israel, and consequently it is simply for Israel.  We cannot claim any 
such thing for America during this different covenant, because God hasn’t specifically 
promised it to us.  I notice, though, the Scripture could have said, “My People Israel” or 
simply “Israel.”  But it doesn’t.  I believe the “If my people” part of the passage is there by 
design, to make it more inclusive, not exclusive as some say.  Moreover, I believe the 
general thrust of the passage to be descriptive of how God acts in regard to His people, 
whoever may be included in that category, at any time.  We can certainly see that He has 
done things similar to this many times during History.  Last of all, I believe the Church 
(Christians worldwide) are now to be considered the “People of God” and in spite of what 
we may hear on the daily news or in social media, the Church still has a very powerful 
influence on our nation.  Therefore, when I pray for America, I can pray 2 Chronicles 7:14 
with full assurance that it is God’s Word for us, here and now.  I'll admit this is a personal 
decision, and others may look differently at the issue.  I don’t question why they don’t pray 
2 Chronicles 7:14 over our nation, and I don’t expect them to question why I do.  That said, 
why should you pray Scripture? Here are some reasons:  

6. You should pray Scripture because it helps you 
express yourself appropriately. 

When you pray, you are addressing the Supreme Sovereign of the universe. How can you 
appropriately praise such a person? How can you appropriately repent of your sins and 
ask him to forgive you? How can you appropriately thank such a person? Yes, you should 
sound like yourself. There’s no inherent virtue in reciting Shakespearean-style prayers. But 
when you pray Scripture, you can use God-breathed verbs and nouns and adjectives and 
adverbs and prepositions and connectives. You could pray, “God, you’re really big and 
kind and powerful.” There’s nothing wrong with that. But you could be more expressive. 
You could express yourself even more vividly, more richly by learning how those things are 
said in Scripture.  Yes, it’s really just between you and God, but as a father myself, I know 
how I feel when my children speak to me in words I know I gave them. 

Continued . . .
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7. You should pray Scripture because it keeps your 
prayers fresh and specific. 

People tend to sit in the same spot in their church’s auditorium each week. Students tend 
to sit in the same spot for classes. Google can predict with scary accuracy what sites you 
will visit online and when. Grocery stores that use special grocery cards can predict with 
alarming precision what each customer will buy and when. Those who know me fairly well 
can predict with almost 100% accuracy when I will wake up every morning and what I will 
order when I eat at Chipotle.  We are creatures of habit. And that’s not a bad thing. But 
sometimes that can be. Sometimes we can get in rut when it comes to spiritual disciplines 
such as Bible reading and prayer: Our routine may become dull, boring and unproductive.  
A helpful way to avoid a prayer rut is to pray Scripture. It keeps your prayers fresh and 
specific. Don Whitney observes, 

One of the reasons Jesus prohibited the empty repetition of prayers is because that’s exactly the way 
we’re prone to pray. Although I don’t merely recite memorized prayers, my own tendency is to pray 
basically the same old things about the same old things. And it doesn’t take long before this fragments 
the attention span and freezes the heart of prayer. The problem is not our praying about the same old 
things, for Jesus taught us (in Luke 11:5–13; 18:1–8) to pray with persistence for good things. Our 
problem is in always praying about them with the same ritualistic, heartless expressions.  In my 
experience, the almost unfailing solution to this problem is to pray through a passage of Scripture—
particularly one of the psalms—instead of making up my prayer as I go. Praying in this way is simply 
taking the words of Scripture and using them as my own words or as prompters for what I say to 
God.1 

8. You should pray Scripture because it keeps your 
prayers in scriptural proportion. 

One of the many reasons that expository preaching is wise is that it systematically explains 
and heralds Scripture proportionally. Topical preachers tend to talk about the same few 
issues over and over and over. Expositional preachers are forced to talk about a rich variety 
of issues in scriptural proportion, namely, every time the text addresses various issues.  
Similarly, we may tend to pray about the same few issues over and over and over. But if we 
pray Scripture as we read through the Bible, that will force us to pray about a rich variety of 
issues in scriptural proportion. 

9. You should pray Scripture because it helps you 
understand Scripture better. 

When you pray Scripture, you must think carefully about what you are saying. In order to 
pray Scripture, you need to have an idea of what Scripture means in its context. The 
process of praying Scripture forces you to ask questions about Scripture that you might 
not ask if you were merely reading it. Instead of just reading a passage of Scripture to 
understand what it meant then, when you pray that same Scripture, you must understand 
both what it meant then and what significance that has for you now.   

Conclusion 
You may be thinking, “OK. I’m convinced. I should pray Scripture. But I’m not sure how.” It’s 
pretty simple. As you read and study the Bible, you might respond by (1) praising God, (2) 
exulting in glorious truths, (3) thanking God for specific blessings, (4) asking God to forgive 
you, or (5) asking God to help you or someone else regarding a specific issue.  Kevin 
DeYoung uses “3 R’s” as a mnemonic device: (1) rejoice, (2) repent, (3) request. He argues 
that you can pray just about any verse in the Bible with that strategy.14  However it works 
for you, actually praying Scripture is sure to revolutionize your prayer life. 
————————— 
1 Donald S. Whitney, Simplify Your Spiritual Life: Spiritual Disciplines for the Overwhelmed (Colorado 
Springs, CO: NavPress, 2003), 80.

store for Tanner coming up, as things are changing 
with his job.  Now More That Ever -  Keep Praying! 

Please Continue to Pray for Amber, still very sensitive to 
light and sound, and struggling with fatigue, but 
improving daily.  She has had to undergo a couple 
biopsies in the past few weeks, one recently for a dark 
spot on an old scar where a melanoma was removed, 
and a Stress Test on Monday of this week.  Pray that the 
biopsy results will come back negative and no further 
treatment needed. 

Please Continue to Pray for the Meade Family, 
preparing for service in a nation where Jesus is not 
known.  Pray for their financial goals to be reached, 
for safety and a special anointing to serve in a nation 
where Jesus is not officially welcomed.  Pray safety 
and security for the children, and that God would use 
them also to reach the unreached.  Prayer Cards will 
be available in the Church Foyer.  Get one and put it 
on your fridge or bathroom mirror as a reminder to 
pray for them.
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Don’t Forget! 
Wednesday Evening Prayer & Worship

6:30 PM in the Sanctuary

Pray Scripture!  Continued . . .

Fritz Velasquez 
Elle Tortorici  
Chip Graves 

Bill Stapleton

Special Prayer Need:  

AICM Uganda Trip 
A team of 7, including our own Aaron & Adalin Cronen 
is leaving August 4th for Uganda.  Please hold this 
team up in your prayers: 

Pastor Tom Balli, Valley Hope Community Church 
in Turlock (Team Pastor) 
Sandi Balli,  Valley Hope Community Church in 
Turlock (AICM Staff Member and Team Leader) 
Aaron Cronen, Reality Carpinteria (AICM Staff 
Member and Co-Team Leader) 
Adalin Cronen, 8 year old daughter to Aaron 
Cronen 
Priscilla Cano, Calvary Chapel Modesto 
Doug Flareau, The Bridge Calvary Chapel in Palm 
Springs 
Esther Davis, The Bridge Calvary Chapel in Palm 
Springs 

Here Are Some Current Prayer Needs: 
Pray for the balance of the team's expenses as they 
are all still fundraising. 
Pray for the programs being put in place by the 
Uganda team (pray for wisdom and strength) 
Please pray for the hearts of the women that will be 
coming to the conference (pray for salvation and 
revival). 
Pray for salvation for those we come in contact with 
(women's conference, children's programs, 
activities in the villages) 
Pray for all the last minute logistics, for the family 
members left behind, for team health.
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