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Partners In Prayer 1

Sunday, July 10th Contact Prayer Team, Jenn Sanchez 
Vick, Aimie Lalas, Darlene Bertrand and Fawn Ray 
Kubay  reported the following: 
Prayers for a Sister seeking healing for her broken 
heart.  
Prayers for a Sister seeking clarity for herself and her 
husband about where to put down roots for this next 
season—Either in Ojai or Carp or Elsewhere. 
Prayers with a Couple as the wife is experiencing 
long-term health difficulties after a kidney transplant 
years ago. . 
Prayers with a Young Man seeking a closer walk with 
Jesus.  We prayed for him to experience the love of 
God and the guidance of the Holy Spirit for his daily 
walk. 
Prayer for a Sister who prayed a commitment to seek 
God first instead of going to others. 
Prayers with a Sister who asked God to give her a 
desire to be loved and valued and cherished by God 
instead of seeking these things from other people. 
Prayers with a Young Man who came to church alone 
because he was invited.  He was touched by the 
message and wanted to know how to respond.  Not 
yet ready to become a Christian, he received a Bible 
to read on his own and said he’d be back. 

Ongoing Prayer Notes 
Please pray for Wes, an 8-year-old boy who has a 
blood vessel in one eye that is leaking, causing retinal 
scarring, leaving him blind in that eye.  His parents 
have asked for prayers, for the first time ever.  Pray that 
God will heal Wes, and use this situation to draw his 
parents to Himself.   
What a joy to have Eric Nystrom back with us in 
Service last Sunday!, Thanks to you all for your earnest 
and effective prayers.  
Please Pray for the Sister of One of the Prayer 
Partners who has broken off all communication.  She is 
51 and dying of alcoholism, and believes she is saved 
because she knows who Jesus is.  She’s unwilling to 
hear any counsel or even comforting words from her 
sister.  Ask the Holy Spirit to break through the wall of 
anger and bitterness to minister love and draw her to 
Himself. 
Please Continue to Pray for Tanner “On Mission” for 
Jesus in Europe.  It seems God may have more in 
store for Tanner coming up, as things are changing 
with his job.  Now More That Ever -  Keep Praying! 
Please Continue to Pray for Amber, still very sensitive to 
light and sound, and struggling with fatigue, but 
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Pray Scripture! (Part  2) Contact Prayer Notes 
“Indeed, the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing until it divides soul 
from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart. And before him no 
creature is hidden, but all are naked and laid bare to the eyes of the one to whom we must render an account.”  

Hebrews 4:12–13, NRSV 

L ast week we began this discussion about praying Scripture.  This week we’ll 
continue with part 2.  Just by way of reminder, the idea here is simple: You should 
pray Scripture. 

I don’t mean merely that you should pray, or that you should pray more. That’s a 
given. 
I don’t mean that you should merely pray scripturally informed prayers, including 
Scripture here and there for effect. I’m arguing specifically that you should pray 
Scripture itself. 
I’m not arguing that you should pray only Scripture every time you pray. That would 
be very limiting.  Rather, I’m arguing that you should pray Scripture itself often. 

Last week we outlined 2 very important reasons for praying Scripture.  You Should Pray 
Scripture Because God’s People Prayed Scripture, and You should pray Scripture 
because it glorifies the Father.  Here are 3 more reasons behind this bold statement that 
you should pray Scripture: 
3. You should Pray Scripture Because Jesus Did. 
It’s not always logical to argue that we should do something just because Jesus did. Jesus 
did a lot of things that we can’t do—like walk on water and forgive people of their sins. And 
Jesus did some things that we shouldn’t do—like die on the cross to forgive us all of our 
sins. But Jesus did many things that we should imitate, and praying Scripture is one of 
them.  Both Matthew and Mark record that Jesus prayed this to the Father as He was dying 
on the cross:  

“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  
Matthew 27:46; Mark 15:34 

 That is a quote from the first line of Psalm 22.  We have to be careful here because Jesus 
fulfills Scripture in ways that we don’t.; and can’t.  Jesus is unique1.  The point, though, is 
that much of what Jesus said in His teaching, and in His proclamation, had its origin in 
Scripture. For Him to do that, He had to read Scripture, correctly understand it, meditate 
on Scripture, know it well enough to quote it in His hour of need, and He had to be able to 
apply Scripture to His specific situation. We don’t typologically fulfill Scripture in the same 
way that Jesus did, but we can and should pray Scripture appropriately with reference to 
our context. It is completely legitimate for us to appropriate God-breathed prayers in 
Scripture as they relate to our own circumstances. God’s people have been doing that for 
thousands of years. 
4. You Should Pray Scripture Because It Helps You Focus 

on What Is Most Important. 
We can so easily drift into praying lists of requests that concern mainly issues such as 
sickness or anxiety or money or wisdom for decision-making.  And it’s right to ask about 
concerns like that. But what can happen is that those legitimate concerns become the 
dominant content of our prayers.  But what about praising God? And exulting in glorious 
truths about God and His world? And thanking God for specific blessings? And asking 
God to forgive us? Prayer is about much more than merely asking God for stuff (although 
it’s not less than that). Praying Scripture helps us focus on what is most important, and all 
the daily “stuff” of our prayer lives gets balanced by those other most important things. 

“But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.”  
Matthew 6:33, ESV 

Continued . . .
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5. You Should Pray Scripture Because It Helps You Focus 
on Praying. 

Humans are weak. We can be like Peter, James, and John when they were with Jesus in 
the Garden of Gethsemane and fell asleep three times while Jesus prayed.  That’s the bad 
news, the good news is that Jesus understands our weakness, and has already made 
provision for us to grow up into the kind of prayer warriors He wants us to be.    

“The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak”  
Matthew 26:41 ESV 

We may have the best intentions in the world and then not pray or pray without really 
praying. Our mind may wander; we may even fall asleep. Praying Scripture is one practical 
way to prevent mental drift. 2 John Piper shares, 

If I try to pray for people or events without having the word in front of me guiding my prayers, then 
several negative things happen.      [One] negative thing is that my mind tends to wander, and I 
think instead about what I’m wearing, or that there is a Venetian blind that is halfway open, or that 
there is a siren out on the street and I’m wondering what is happening. I’m jerked all over the place 
by my inattentiveness. But the Bible holds my attention because I’m looking at it and reading it I’ve 
said to people, “You can pray all day if you pray the Bible.” Some people wonder how you can pray 
longer than five minutes, because they would lose things to pray for. But I say that if you open the 
Bible, start reading it, and pause at every verse and turn it into a prayer, then you can pray all day 
that way.3 

More next week! —— 
Notes 
Adapted From:  12 Reasons You Should Pray Scripture by Andrew David Naselli - Themelios 38.3 (2013): 426–552 https://
www.thegospelcoalition.org/themelios/article/12-reasons-you-should-pray-scripture/ Accessed July 1, 2022 
1. The NT applies Psalm 22 typologically. Jesus repeats David’s experience in Psalm 22 at a deeper, climactic level in the history of 

salvation. Because of passages like 2 Sam 7 and Psalm 2. David became a “type” or model of his greater Son, the promised Messiah. 
This does not mean that everything that happened to David must find its echo in Jesus, but the NT understands many of the broad 
themes of David’s life that way (cf. Psalm 16:8–11 in Acts 2:24–28 or Psalm 45:6–7 in Hebrews 1:8–9), especially those that focus on 
David’s suffering, weakness, betrayal by friends, and discouragement (e.g., Psalm 22 in the passion narratives).  Jesus repeats David’s 
experience in Psalm 22 at a deeper, climactic level in the history of salvation. Jesus draws attention to Psalm 22 by quoting Psalm 22:1 
while on the cross. And the Gospel according to John connects Jesus’ passion with Psalm 22 by referring to the righteous sufferer’s 
thirst  

2. Carson, D. A. A Call to Spiritual Reformation: Priorities from Paul and His Prayers Grand Rapids: Baker, 1992, 20–21. 
3. Piper, J. (2007, September 28). Should I Use the Bible When I Pray? Desiring God https://www.desiringgod.org/interviews/should-i-

use-the-bible-when-i-pray Accessed July 1, 2022

improving daily.  She has had to undergo a couple 
biopsies in the past few weeks, one recently for a dark 
spot on an old scar where a melanoma was removed, 
and a Stress Test on Monday of this week.  Pray that the 
biopsy results will come back negative and no further 
treatment needed. 
Please Pray for the Meade Family, preparing for 
service in a nation where Jesus is not known.  Pray for 
their financial goals to be reached, for safety and a 
special anointing to serve in a nation where Jesus is 
not officially welcomed.  Pray safety and security for 
the children, and that God would use them also to 
reach the unreached.  Prayer Cards will be available in 
the Church Foyer.  Get one and put it on your fridge 
or bathroom mirror to remind you to pray for them.

Prayer Partners Needed

W e are still seeking 2 volunteers for the 
Contact Prayer Team.  It isn’t as difficult as it 
may seem.  Simply consider it being available 

to pray for friends in need at the end of service on Sunday. 
Consider how God could use your unique gifts and 
personality to minister to others.  What a great way to 
begin reaching out and loving those around you.  
Also, we will soon be adding another layer to our 
Sunday Morning Prayer, in the form of a team of 
Intercessors, seated in a quiet place, praying together in 
real time for the service as it proceeds. 16 Prayer Partners 
are needed for this ministry to serve once a month each.  
Remember that God moves as we pray!  If these 
opportunities speak to you, of if you know someone else 
who would be interested please email Pastor Nick 
(nick@realitycarp.com) or to Bill Stapleton 
(wfstapleton@gmail.com).
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Don’t Forget! 
Wednesday Evening Prayer & Worship

6:30 PM in the Sanctuary

Pray Scripture!  Continued . . .

“He also gave apostles, prophets, missionaries, as well as pastors and teachers as gifts ⸤to his church⸥. Their 
purpose is to prepare God’s people to serve and to build up the body of Christ. This is to continue until all of us 
are united in our faith and in our knowledge about God’s Son, until we become mature, until we measure up to 
Christ, who is the standard. Then we will no longer be little children, tossed and carried about by all kinds of 
teachings that change like the wind. We will no longer be influenced by people who use cunning and clever 
strategies to lead us astray. Instead, as we lovingly speak the truth, we will grow up completely in our relationship 
to Christ, who is the head. He makes the whole body fit together and unites it through the support of every joint. 
As each and every part does its job, he makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love. ”  

Ephesians 4:11–16, GW 

W hether it’s paying the bills and keeping us in good standing with our governing 
authorities, leading worship, preaching the Word of God with boldness, caring for 
our precious children and youth or counseling those in need, our Pastors & Staff are 

tireless and devoted to their difficult and often thankless jobs.  Let’s not forget how important they 
are to the Community of God’s People here in Carpinteria, and let’s pray for each of them by 
name and give a word of encouragement often. 

Pray for Our Pastors and Staff

Rob & Deb Cozort 
       Trisha Kenney 
         Doug Smith
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