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Partners In Prayer 1

Sunday, July 3rd Contact Prayer Team, Cliff & Angi 
Wiggins and Bill & Danece Stapleton  reported the 
following: 

Prayers with a Sister thanking God for His 
presence and His love in her life.  Jesus 
please shine forth from her to those all 
around.   
Prayers with a Couple asking for healing for 
his boss, who has been diagnosed with 
COVID-19 and is medically compromised, 
making this a very dangerous situation. 
Prayers with a Brother convicted by the 
sermon to deal with the sin of Envy.   
Prayers with a Sister for her husband to be 
healed of hoarding. The sermon inspired 
her to love him in spite of the anger he 
pours on her. Also prayers for her daughter’s 
alcohol and drug addiction. 
Prayers with a Sister struggling to balance 
care for her elderly Mother with career and 
marriage.   

Ongoing Prayer Notes 
Please Pray for Eric Nystrom, in the hospital with 
Perforated Diverticulitis, and undergoing surgery as 
we release this letter.  Eric is on strong antibiotics and 
meds to alleviate the pain, and is comfortable.  Please 
pray for the doctors, nurses, anesthesiologists, and 
others performing the surgery and caring for him 
afterwards.   Pray for wisdom in treating his illness.  
Pray for the pain to subside without the pain meds, 
and for the infection to be dealt with. Pray for Hedy 
and the kids as they negotiate their schedules 
without their Dad, and for them to understand  that 
Eric is in God's care,  and know His comfort at this 
time. 

Please Pray for a family in our congregation 
struggling with joblessness and depression.  Pray that 
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What Hinders Our Prayers? Contact Prayer Notes 

How do we know we are praying in accordance with God’s will?  This 
question arises often as we seek to expand beyond just the ordinary, 
“Lord help me” kind of prayers to a more meaningful and intentional 

prayer life.  Additionally, many wonder (citing James) if even asking that 
question is doubting, and thereby invalidating their prayers.  Here are some 
thoughts.  First, James’ admonition to pray without doubting comes in a 
particular context: 

“If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, 
and it will be given him. But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts 
is like a wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind. For that person must not 
suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; he is a double-minded man, unstable in 
all his ways.”  

James 1:5–8, ESV 

James is not telling us that when we pray we should conjure up all of the 
positive thoughts we can muster and be very careful not to have any negative 
thoughts, as we so often hear in relation to this subject.  It isn’t about positive or 
negative thoughts.  It isn’t really even about us.  The context here is seeking 
wisdom from God.  In other words, if you want wisdom, you can simply ask God 
and He will impart it to you, and you will be able to see the good and wise and 
right way to proceed.  The doubting part has to do with questioning whether or 
not God is really telling you the truth.   

“The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can understand it? 
Jeremiah 17:9, ESV 

Although maybe not in these specific words, we often hear an inner voice 
saying, “I know what God wants, and that every good gift comes from Him, but maybe there is 
some other way; a way that doesn’t cost me everything.”  Solomon answers that question: 

“There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way to death.”  
Proverbs 14:12, ESV 

This is what James calls “double mindedness”: The idea that we can get God’s 
blessing without giving Him first place in our life.  It hearkens back to the 
serpent’s intimation that God didn’t really have Eve's best interest at heart 
(Genesis 3:1-7).  “He’s just trying to protect His investment!” was the underlying 
statement.  The serpent questioned God’s character, and passed that distrust on 
to Eve.  If we are second guessing ourselves in prayer, that’s probably a normal 
condition and not always a bad thing to do.  We know how prone we are to folly.  
But if we are questioning God’s goodness, then we have a problem!  That said, 
there are some good questions to ask about the hindrances we all face as we 
pray.  These are the conditions that remain unaddressed in our lives that may 
stand between us and the Father.  The enemy of our souls uses them to accuse 
us, even as we pray, of disloyalty to God.   
Unconfessed Sin: 

“If I had cherished iniquity in my heart, the Lord would not have listened. But truly God has 
listened; he has attended to the voice of my prayer.”  

Psalm 66:18–19, ESV 

https://www.banyan-online.com/media/prayer-partners-update/


    TheUpdate	    July 6th, 2022

Partners In Prayer 2

In response to Israel’s desire to return to their land after the exile, Isaiah (58-59) 
lays out a litany of complaints YHWH holds against them, mostly involving 
seeking His favor but not being willing to actually give Him their hearts.   This is a 
condition for which Jesus later refers to them as hypocrites (Matthew 15:7-9).  
Hypocrisy is seeking God’s favor in one area while remaining disobedient in 
another.  As long as we live in this world we will all need to deal with these 
things.  That’s the hard-to-hear news.  The good news, though, is that forgiveness 
is extended in advance.  Once we recognize that God has already forgiven us for 
our past sins, we also experience the diminishing of sin’s power over our present 
and future actions.  We won’t likely become sinless.  But we can sin less, and 
provision has already been made when we do.   

“If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice 
the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one 
another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say we have no sin, we 
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”  

1 John 1:6–9, ESV 

Unconfessed sin hinders our prayers, it’s true.  So why not just confess it, make a 
plan to walk away from it, and get on with our effective and fervent prayer life? 
Unforgiveness (Matthew 5:23-24; Mark 11:25)  Jesus’ teaching in Matthew, 
extends this even to others who haven’t forgiven us, and instructs us to seek to 
heal the breach.  This is a tall order.  Matthew 18:15-20 lays out specific 
instructions on how to do this, but it’s sometimes hard to begin.  The good news 
is that we are not under condemnation or guilt as we seek peace with our 
brothers and sisters. 

“There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the 
Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death.”  

Romans 8:1–2, ESV 

I’m sure other hindrances exist, but most can be traced back to these two.  Now 
what remains is to ask the Holy Spirit to guide our prayers and cover us, even 
though we may be unsure how to pray.   

“Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we 
ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. And he who 
searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints 
according to the will of God.”  

Romans 8:26–27, ESV 

This is wonderful!  We are not on our own as we seek God’s highest for 
ourselves and others.  We have The Comforter with us to interpret, guide and 
intercede for us.  What hinders our prayers?  First, God is not hindered at all, 
having done all to bring us to Himself.  Moreover, what sometimes hinders us is 
easily (not always, I admit) placed under the blood of Jesus, so that we may: 

“. . . with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find 
grace to help in time of need.”  

Hebrews 4:16, ESV 

Reality Carpinteria is blessed with a wonderful, dedicated staff who serve selflessly as the church grows. Pray for them by name, for their families 
and also that God will make them super-abundantly able to do all He wants them to do.  Pray that they will find extra joy in the midst of service. 
Pray for their families, that all their personal needs would be met, and pray for their personal spiritual lives, for guidance and peace.
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God will preserve the marriage and show them His 
will for their lives. 

Please Pray for the Meade Family, preparing for 
service in a nation where Jesus is not known.  Pray for 
their financial goals to be reached, for safety and a 
special anointing to serve in a nation where Jesus is 
not officially welcomed.  Pray safety and security for 
the children, and that God would use them also to 
reach the unreached. 

Please pray for Theo a young boy who has brain 
inflammation and is having many physical and 
cognitive difficulties. Also please pray for the de Vera 
family who brought us this request, as they seek to 
support Theo and his family.   

Please Continue to Pray for Tanner “On Mission” for 
Jesus in Europe.  Pray for open doors to the gospel 
and that he will attract those who need the gospel 
as he models it in his life and in his words. 

Please Continue to Pray for Amber, still very sensitive to 
light and sound, and struggling with fatigue, but 
improving daily. 

Please Pray for Someone in our fellowship who is 
going for tumor surgery next week. 

Prayer Partners Needed

Pray for Our Pastors and Staff

Chip & Darrellen Graves 
Adriana Schaffer 

Elle Tortorici

W e are seeking 4 volunteers for the Contact 
Prayer Team.  It isn’t as difficult as it may seem.  
Simply consider it being available to pray for 

friends in need at the end of service on Sunday.  
Also, we will soon be adding another layer to our 
Sunday Morning Prayer, in the form of a team of 
Intercessors, seated in a quiet place, praying together in 
real time for the service as it proceeds. 16 Prayer Partners 
are needed for this ministry to serve once a month each.  
Remember that God moves as we pray!  If these 
opportunities speak to you, of if you know someone else 
who would be interested please email Pastor Nick 
(nick@realitycarp.com) or to Bill Stapleton 
(wfstapleton@gmail.com).
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