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Partners In Prayer 1

“I have set the Lord always before me; because he is at my right hand, I shall not be 
shaken. Therefore my heart is glad, and my whole being rejoices; my flesh also dwells 
secure.”  

Psalm 16:8–9, ESV 

T he Psalmist reminds us of the importance of having God always in the forefront of our 
thinking.  Without the context provided by the intentional awareness of God’s constant 
presence many have been led away into error that ends in disappointment, not because 

God disappoints, but because our fallen natures can imagine things to ask for that God never 
intended to do.  When we pray “Our Father” as Jesus told us to, (Matthew 6:9) we identify 
ourselves as part of God’s covenant family, adopted by God through Christ. Prayer, then, is a 
family enterprise, not something we do to earn our way into or keep our place in the family.  We 
pray because we’re already part of the family, and our position in the family affords us the 
privilege to ask: 

““Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do; and 
greater works than these will he do, because I am going to the Father. Whatever you ask in my 
name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If you ask me anything in 
my name, I will do it.”  

John 14:12–14, ESV 

Because prayer is always responsive in nature we understand that Jesus isn’t saying, “whatever” 
(chosen from an infinite list of things) or “anything” (without any condition) we ask will be granted.  
Because God has invited us into His family, and we are responding to His desire for us, we may 
understand “whatever” and “anything” as unlimited within our submission to His will, and His will 
is revealed for us in Scripture.   

Eugene Peterson describes prayer as “answering speech.” In Working the Angles, he writes:  
“Prayer is never the first word; it is always the second word. God has the first word. Prayer is 
answering speech; it is not primarily ‘address’ but ‘response.’ Essential to the practice of prayer 
is to fully realize this secondary quality.”  

Just as, in the first place, our relationship with 
God depends on His prior action; so, in the 
second place, our prayer life is a response to 
Him. The God who spoke creation into 
existence, who called Abram into covenant, 
who became flesh that we might become 
children of God, is the same God to whom 
we respond in prayer.  We do not enter 
prayer with all the weight on our shoulders, 
but as responders to a God who has 
graciously given us all that we need to begin 
with. This is not simply a past-tense truth—that 
because of Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross we 
can be in a relationship with God.  It also 
includes the Holy Spirit’s presence in our lives. 
The One by whom we call out “Abba, Father” 
(Galatians 4:6), was given to us as our 

Sunday, June  19th Contact Prayer Team, Rob & Deb 
Cozort, Fritz Velasquez and Darrellen Graves reported 
the following: 

Prayers with a Brother about recognizing God's will as 
opposed to his own, and listening to Him intently. As 
we prayed together the Holy Spirit opened his heart 
to the answer he needed to hear. He claimed he really 
didn't want to come up for prayer but now recognized 
the blessing to hear and obey the Holy Spirits' 
direction and not his own. He said this cleared up be 
hesitant  in his obedience  overcoming  his grudges, 
intimidation, fear, and plain old disobedience. 
Through this Holy Spirit epiphany, he understood that 
obedience to God's leading brings glory to the Lord.  

Prayers with a Sister for her wayward daughter, that 
God would lead her back to Himself. 

A Brother received prayer for God’s guidance and 
provision as he pursues an important relationship..  
We prayed that he would clearly be able to hear the 
Spirit’s guidance. 

A Brother received prayer for lower back pain and 
sciatica and nerve damage that has been a long term 
issue. 

A Sister received prayer for Alcohol addiction and 
anger issues, seeking Jesus.   

Ongoing Prayer Notes 
Please Pray for the Meade Family, preparing for 
service in a nation where Jesus is not known.  Pray for 
their financial goals to be reached, for safety and a 
special anointing to serve in a nation where Jesus is 
not officially welcomed.  Pray safety and security for 
the children, and that God would use them also to 
reach the unreached. 

Please pray for a young boy, Theo who has been sick 
and recently diagnosed with brain inflammation.  He is 
unable to eat now, and the swelling has increased.  
Also please pray for the de Vera family who brought 
us this request, as they seek to support Theo and his 
family.  Specific prayer points: 

Pray for Theo's parents  (who are divorced, but both 
lovingly care for and co-parent Theo); that they will 
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Partners In Prayer 2

W e are seeking 4 volunteers for the Contact 
Prayer Team.  It isn’t as difficult as it may 
seem.  Simply consider it being available 

to pray for friends in need at the end of service on Sunday.  

Also, we will soon be adding another layer to our 
Sunday Morning Prayer, in the form of a team of 
Intercessors, seated in a quiet place, praying together in 
real time for the service as it proceeds. 16 Prayer Partners 
are needed for this ministry to serve once a month each.  
Remember that God moves as we pray!  If either of these 
opportunities speak to you, of if you know someone else 
who would be interested please email Pastor Nick 
(nick@realitycarp.com) or to Bill Stapleton 
(wfstapleton@gmail.com).

Counselor to be with us forever (John 14:16). God gave us the Spirit both to unite us to Himself 
in Christ and to provide guidance as we live each day as God’s children.  

Peterson writes in Christ Plays in Ten Thousand Places 
“If the Holy Spirit—God’s way of being with us, working through us, and speaking to us—is 
the way in which continuity is maintained between the life of Jesus and the life of Jesus’ 
community, prayer is the primary way in which the community actively receives and 
participates in that presence and working and speaking. Prayer is our way of being attentively 
present to God who is present to us in the Holy Spirit.” 

This frees us from thinking that prayer is about our posture or our “right words.” Prayer is a part of 
being attentive to the God who is already present with us; to the God already at work in us, our 
communities, and the world; and to the God who wants us to participate in his ongoing work.  
And as we pray, we are dependent on the Spirit whether or not we recognize Him, or name His 
name.  He is there always to energize and make our prayer effective and real before the Father.  

“Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we 
ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. And he who 
searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the 
saints according to the will of God.”  

Romans 8:26–27, ESV 

Paul is not simply saying, “When you can’t find the words, the Spirit will help.” Scripture is 
promising that the Spirit himself is interceding for us all the time! We never fully know what we 
ought to pray for, and that’s OK! The Spirit will take whatever we offer, however rich or 
impoverished our words are, however present or distracted we feel, and intercede for us in 
accordance with God’s will. Thanks be to God! 

Resources: 
• Johnson, Kristen Deede. “Our Theology of Prayer Matters More than Our Feelings.” ChristianityToday.com, 23 Aug. 

2021, www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2021/teach-us-to-pray.html. Accessed 23 June 2022. 
• Peterson, Eugene H. Christ Plays in Ten Thousand Places : A Conversation in Spiritual Theology. London, Hodder & 

Stoughton, 2008. 
• —. Working the Angles : The Shape of Pastoral Integrity. Grand Rapids, William B. Eerdmans, 2001.

Reality Carpinteria is blessed with a wonderful, dedicated staff who serve selflessly as the church grows. Pray for them by name, for their families 
and also that God will make them super-abundantly able to do all He wants them to do.  Pray that they will find extra joy in the midst of service. 
Pray for their families, that all their personal needs would be met, and pray for their personal spiritual lives, for guidance and peace.
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Second Place (continued)

come to know and receive Jesus Christ as their 
Lord and Savior and feel God's love for them and 
their son. Pray for Theo, that he will also be 
strengthened and made brave through this.  Pray 
for Theo's Medical Care Team; discernment for his 
care plan and proper coordination of care.  Pray 
for complete healing to his brain tissue and his 
body. 

Please Continue to Pray for Tanner Klein “On 
Mission” for Jesus in Europe.  Pray for open doors to 
the gospel and that he will attract those who need 
to see the gospel as he models it in his personality, 
in his life and in his words. 

Please Continue to Pray for Amber as she continues 
to recover.  She is still very sensitive to light and 
sound, and struggles with fatigue.  Praise God for 
Matt’s New Job and their New Apartment. 

Please Pray for Barbara as she continues to deal with 
medical issues and fatigue. 

Please Pray for Someone in our fellowship who is 
going for tumor surgery in 3 weeks. 

Praying for Sunday 
Pastor Adam’s Message this Week is From Romans 6:1-14 in 
preparation for our Baptism Service on Sunday afternoon.  

Please read and pray through this entire passage. 

Pray for Pastor Adam’s Preparation Time, as he Focuses on 
God’s Heart for the Word. 
Pray for the Holy Spirit to Anoint Him and Give Him 
Unforeseen Insight as He Speaks. 
Pray for Eager Hearers, & that others will hear the 
message and be baptized. 
Pray that the Baptism Service will be a testimony and 
unifying element for our community, and that onlookers 
will encounter Jesus as they watch.

Prayer Partners Needed

Pray for our Pastors and Staff
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