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Partners In Prayer 1

C o n t a c t  Pr a y e r  N o t e s  
Sunday, May 22nd Contact Prayer Team, Rob & Deb 
Cozort and Chip & Darrellen Graves reported the 
following: 
 Prayers with a Brother regarding his son who faces a 
court trial if he doesn’t get help that was offered for 
personal counseling. Prayed for wisdom for the 
father as he was going to speak with his son about 
this issue on Sunday. 
Prayed with a Sister who had received a message 
during the service that her Sister had been taken to 
the hospital in serious condition.  Prayed for healing 
for her and comfort for the family. 
Prayers for a Sister regarding a friend her daughter is 
visiting, who is dying of cancer.  Prayer for healing 
and salvation.  
Prayer with a Sister regarding grandchildren, her 
daughter‘s marriage and salvation.   

O n g o i n g  Pr a y e r  N o t e s    
Please Continue to Pray for Adriana Shaffer, at home 
now.  She needs a miracle healing to avoid having to 
go on dialysis.  Please hold her up in prayer this week. 
Please Pray for the Meade Family, preparing for service 
in a nation where Jesus is not known.  Pray for their 
financial goals to be reached, for safety and a special 
anointing to serve in a nation where Jesus is not 
officially welcomed.  Pray safety and security for the 
children, and that God would use them also to reach 
the unreached. 
Please Continue to Pray for John & Melissa’s 
Daughter, seeking to transfer to a Med School in 
Mississippi.  The US school has a place for her and she 
is now working on making the transition. 
Please Continue to Pray for Tanner Klein “On Mission” 
for Jesus in Europe.  Pray for open doors to the gospel 
and that he will attract those who need to see the 
gospel as he models it in his personality, in his life and 
in his words. 
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The Prayer of Faith   
This is How We Fight Our Battles

PARTNERS IN PRAYER 
F o r  C a r p i n t e r i a ,  T h e  C o a s t l a n d s  &  T h e  N a t i o n s

Praying for Sunday 
Please Uphold Pastor Adam’s Message from 1John 2:18-29 

Read & Pray Through The Passage. 
Pray for Pastor Adam’s Preparation Time, as he 
Focuses on God’s Heart for the Word. 
Pray for the Holy Spirit to Anoint Him and Give Him 
Unforeseen Insight as He Speaks. 
Pray for Eager Hearers of the Word, for a True  Depth 
of Understanding & Application.  
Pray for God to Guard Against Distractions.

 Click HERE to access previous issues of The Prayer Partners Update 

“Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing praise. Is anyone among you sick? Let 
him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. And 
the prayer of faith will save the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he will 
be forgiven. Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The prayer of 
a righteous person has great power as it is working.”  

James 5:13–16, ESV 

W hat is the purpose of “praying over" someone?  It’s important for us to be clear about 
what we think we’re doing. As someone comes forward to ask for prayer they have a 
certain thing in mind, and as we extend our hand to pray for them, we also have an 

idea about what is happening.  Often when we are struggling physically, emotionally, or spiritually 
we need help praying, and that’s the purpose of having Prayer Partners at the front of the Sanctuary 
as part of our regular Worship Gathering.  In the passage from James above, we take the word 
“elders” not in the sense of official church leadership, but in its primary sense, which refers to 
maturity in the faith.  Simply put, we ask those who are mature to pray for others who are in need.  
Truthfully though, no measure of maturity or bar of competency is set for such a thing.  Anyone 
who has come in to the community of the people of God through Jesus’ sacrifice is able to pray 
effectively for anyone else. 
We are always seeking to have more people available to pray this way, and if you have not yet been 
involved in Contact Prayer you should consider it.  We intercede for others every day, and praying 
over someone is simply intercessory prayer that is up close and personal. It is encouraging to 
recognize and accept the gift of prayer from another believer in the Church. It is a holy privilege to 
say, "The Spirit in me recognizes the Spirit in you, and I welcome this opportunity for us to meet 
God together.”  As members of God’s Own family (1John 3:1) we possess the unique ability to 
“draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of 
need,”  (Hebrews 4:16) and also to bring our brothers or sisters along with us, seeking help for 
them, as well.  Indeed, a church without such an intentional, thoughtful prayer contingent to stand 
for those in need is missing a vital part of their ministry.   What follows is a short list of things to 
consider as we pray personally for others. 

G e t  Pe r s o n a l  
Know the name of the person with whom you are praying. Spend a moment getting to know them 
as more than an illness or crisis, but as a whole person.  If the worship band is still playing and you 
can’t hear well, don’t hesitate to ask the person to step away from the stage to a quieter location 
where you can hear each other, and spend whatever time is needed to establish a personal 
connection. 

Wo r k  To g e t h e r  
Ask the person "What shall we pray for today?" or "How can I pray for you?" Make them an active 
part of the process.   Remind them that you don’t have any special “hotline” to God, that you’re just 
as they are, a member of God’s family coming before the Father seeking help.  Sometimes it’s good 
to ask, “If you knew that Jesus was here right now, what would you ask Him?”  Then simply use 
their own words to draw them close as you pray together. 

G e t  " H a n d s  O n ”  
A simple touch can bring healing. Don't be afraid to lay hands on them, on the top of the head, on 
the upper arm or shoulder. Remember, though, not everyone likes to be touched, so I always ask 
permission.    

Pr a y  f o r  H e a l i n g  
Anointing with oil is a powerful sign of blessing and grace. This is the practice James refers to in the 
passage above.  Again, no special properties reside within the oil or in the process of anointing.  It is 
simply an action that sets aside a time and sanctifies a space for the prayer you intend to offer up.  
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There are many ways to anoint a person, and as long as we keep it appropriate to the situation, the 
combination of conversation, prayer, anointing and touch makes the presence of God very real and 
tangible. 

Ke e p  i t  S i m p l e  
People who come asking for prayer don’t need to hear our opinions, and they aren’t looking for us to 
solve their problem.  They need us to listen and help them speak to Jesus.  Whatever happens as a 
result of our prayer is God’s responsibility.  As disciples of Jesus, we carry on His work in the lives of 
others. By praying with and praying over others who are struggling, we offer the grace and power of 
God to those who need it most. 
It’s also important to recognize that this kind of participation in prayer ministry is not a one-way 
thing.  While it may seem like it’s just the two of you the truth is that there’s another very important 
person present, as well.  God is not just available, as though we can somehow take Him or leave 
Him.  In fact, you are not the catalyst in this situation. God is the constant in the equation, there to 
draw you together with another person who needs ministry in this moment of fellowship and to 
minister to both of you.  This element of inclusiveness of the Holy Spirit makes it God’s ministry, 
not ours. 
When agree to be available for the Holy Spirit to use us at a specific time and in a special way, 
through prayer for all who will receive it, it’s not just a promise to our pastors and elders.  It’s also not 
just an appointment to fill a certain spot during the service.  Our promise to be available to pray for 
others is a declaration to God that we will be there.  This is not to be taken lightly.  God honors our 
declarations.  He prepares for us to be involved in ministry, and also for us to receive the ministry 
He wants us to have.  If this seems like overly-dramatic language aimed at securing the commitment 
our volunteers make, test it and see.  Make the promise and keep it.  Two very important things will 
happen in your mind as you step up to pray for those who come seeking prayer.   

First you will become keenly aware of your own sinfulness.  It’s not that the Holy Spirit is 
angry or wants to exact a penalty for your sin.  That’s all been taken care of by Jesus’ 
sacrifice.  But when you step into that circle, where ministry is going on and where the 
real situations of life come head-to-head with the truth of Jesus, your character comes 
along with you.  And your character, just like mine, and everybody else’s stands there 
naked in the light of God’s character.  It’s there that your sin becomes painfully evident.   
Don’t worry, nobody else is as aware of your sin as you are.  They’re all aware of their own 
sin.   
Secondly, you will often sense the Holy Spirit highlighting something He wants you to 
deal with.  It usually won’t be anything huge or complicated.  He’ll bring to memory a 
bad attitude, or some ongoing situation that He wants changed.  Sometimes it will be 
the need to forgive someone who has wronged you, or to ask forgiveness of someone to 
whom you have done wrong.  All He wants to hear at that moment is “Yes, Lord.”  And 
at that moment you make a promise to deal with that issue when the time is right.  But 
this tiny foundation of obedience is extremely useful as He continues His work in your 
life.  So you become not only a conduit for the ministry of the Holy Spirit, but a 
recipient, as well.   

See the inclusiveness in how God deals with His family?  It’s an integral part of what the church is 
supposed to be.  It’s part of what sets us apart from the rest of the world.  It’s a beautiful thing. 
“Moreover, as for me, far be it from me that I should sin against the Lord by ceasing to pray for you, and I 
will help you in the good and the right way.”     1 Samuel 12:23 
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Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it. Brothers, pray for us.” (1 Thessalonians 5:23–25)  If the Apostle Paul asks for prayer and 
depends upon others praying for him, how much more should we understand our responsibility to hold up our Pastors and Staff in prayer?
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I n t e r c e s s i o n  Te a m  

A s we advance the Prayer Ministry here at Reality, 
we will soon be adding another layer of prayer 
to our Sunday Morning Worship, in the form of 

a team of intercessors who are removed from the service, 
seated in a quiet place, praying together in real time for 
the service as it proceeds.  We are seeking 16 Prayer 
Partners for this ministry once a month.  If this kind of 
“behind the scenes” prayer is something you’d like to 
participate in, please don’t hesitate to send an email to 
Pastor Nick (nick@realitycarp.com) or to Bill Stapleton 
(wfstapleton@gmail.com).

S o u r c e s  a n d  R e s o u r c e s  
To view or Download an Annotated Bibliography of the 
Sources and Resources Consulted in Producing the 
Prayer Partners Update Click Here.

https://www.banyan-online.com/media/prayer-partners-update/
https://www.banyan-online.com/app/download/16848408/Prayer+Bib.pdf
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