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Sunday, February 27th Contact Prayer Team, Cliff & Angi 
Wiggins, Aimie Lalas and Elle Tortorici reported: 

A Brother concerned about a friend who wants to attend 
church but her current job won’t give her Sundays off. 
She has applied for another job that would allow her to 
attend church. Praying for her to get the new job or that 
her current job would give her Sundays off.  

A Sister distraught over the war in Ukraine.  We prayed 
for peace and God’s protection over those affected. 

A Brother asked for prayer for his daughter who is 3 
months pregnant and on doctor-prescribed bedrest. She 
also has a 2 year old at home, so she's getting less rest 
being at home. Praying for the pregnancy and for the 
families involved. 

 O n g o i n g  Pr a y e r  C o n c e r n s  
Please continue to pray for Matt & Amber Smith.  
Two challenges face them, in addition to Amber’s 
health concerns.  Matt is seeking a job at a local 
tech company.  Pray he interviews well and that 
God’s will is done.  They are still seeking a 
permanent living situation.  Pray that God will 
provide something more than the temporary 
arrangements they have now. 

Please continue praying for Jim & Emily, 
missionaries in Indonesia.  Emily’s parents were 
both hospitalized with COVID, and her Dad 
passed away. Mom also has Parkinson’s.  Now Jim 
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Here’s Something New:  Rather than praying through the list and simply mentioning the names of all of our Pastors 
and Staff Personnel let’s each pick a single person from the list and pray daily for that person.  Take some time to connect 
with the person you’re praying for and ask them to give you some issues and concerns for which you can join them in prayer 
during this coming week.  

Pr a y  f o r  O u r  Pa s t o r s  &  S t a f f

U n d e r s t a n d i n g  I n t e r c e s s i o n  
“The former priests were many in number, because they were prevented by death from continuing in office, but He 
holds His priesthood permanently, because He continues forever. Consequently, He is able to save to the uttermost 
those who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.”  

Hebrews 7:23–25 

Pa r t i c i p a t i o n  
Jesus is always the principal actor in intercession.  This means that ultimately the burden of 
intercession is not ours, but His. We are never called to bear 
the burden of intercession alone, but to join in Jesus’ 
intercession, to be co-laborers with Him, through the Holy 
Spirit (Romans 8:26–27) .   

Ignorance of this fact keeps many believers away from 
intercession, and keeps others ineffective — as if it depends 
upon us or we have to “make it happen.”  The simple truth is 
this:  You must sit with Jesus long enough for Him to invite 
you into His ministry.  This isn’t an onerous task, nor is it 
unusual.  Christians all down through the ages have 
participated alongside Him.  And those who step up to 
intercession will find their lives changed in ways they could 
never have imagined.  As we join Him in His work we 
discover that His yoke is easy and His burden light (Matthew 
11:29).  Realizing this changes our attitude and makes it much more possible for us to 
become intercessors.   
I d e n t i f i c a t i o n   
Jesus began HIs work of intercession by identifying with humans (Philippians 2:5-11). He 
became flesh and blood, shared in our weakness, and experienced temptation. He bore 
our sins in His body on the cross (1 Peter 2:24) and, though He knew no sin, He was made 
to be sin for us (2 Corinthians 5:21). Just as Jesus identifies with us, He presses us to 
identify with those for whom He calls us to intercede. Jus as He bore our sins on the cross, 
as His supreme act of intercession, He may ask us to be willing to confess their sins as if 
they were our own or acknowledge participation in those sins ourselves.  When we stand 
before God on someone else’s behalf honesty and openness are paramount. 

Nehemiah, for example, when he heard the news that the walls and gates of Jerusalem 
were in ruins, “sat down and wept” and for days “mourned and fasted and prayed” 
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(Nehemiah 1:4).  Although he was indeed a righteous man, in his prayer of confession he 
acknowledges the sins of his people as if they were His own:  

“I confess the sins we Israelites, including myself and my father’s family, have committed against you. We 
have acted very wickedly toward you”  

Nehemiah 1:6–7 

Similarly, Daniel intercedes for the people by repenting “in prayer and petition, in fasting, and 
in sackcloth and ashes” (Daniel 9:3). Few were more righteous than Daniel, yet He prayed: 

“We have sinned and done wrong. We have been wicked and have rebelled”  
Daniel 9:5 

Both of these great intercessors identified themselves with the people they were praying for. 
They not only prayed, “Lord, forgive them.” They stood alongside their people and prayed, 
“Lord, forgive us.” 
S a c r i f i c e  
At daybreak, Jacob tenaciously clung to the angel He had wrestled with all night and cried, “I 
will not let you go, unless you bless me” (Genesis 32:26).  One who stands in the gap as 
intercessor, is like that. Except intercessors don’t cry, “I will not let you go until you bless me,” 
but “I will not let go until you bless them”—that family member, or relative, or friend, or 
congregation, or age-group, or people-group, or city, or nation, or whatever it is Jesus has laid 
upon their heart.  Like Jacob, intercessors are sometimes called to be persistent. “Lord, I’m not 
going anywhere,” they pray. “I am digging in my heels. I will stay here until this situation is 
resolved . . . until this person comes to know you . . . until this congregation is renewed . . . until the 
church is planted . . . until that unreached people-group hears the gospel. Lord, I will not let you 
go until you bless them.” 

I don’t understand exactly how it works, but I believe that when we are willing to identify with 
others even to the point of sacrificing what we would normally have (whether that’s food or 
whatever), God’s presence and power is released in greater measure in their lives.  Such 
intercessory prayer grows out of our union with Jesus. Paul informed the Colossian believers 
that Epaphras was praying that way for them.  

“He is always wrestling in prayer for you, that you may stand firm in all the will of God, mature and fully 
assured”  

Colossians 4:12  
Wa r f a r e  
Like it or not, all Christians are engaged in a violent battle with the rebellious spiritual powers in 
heaven and on earth, in which we seek to reclaim enemy territory that rightfully belongs to 

Understanding Intercession . . .  (continued)

God.  The lives of individuals, their families, the influence they command, their minds and even 
their time may have been usurped by the enemy and his agents.  Just before Jesus went to the 
Cross, He made this declaration: 

"Now is the time for judgment on this world; now the prince of this world will be driven out"  

John 12:31 
We do not need to try to break the power of . That power has already been broken at the 
Cross. The "strong man" has been bound and we are now plundering his goods (Matthew 
12:29). We are now called to enforce the victory already won on the Cross - through prayer 
(Ephesians 6:12-18), the preaching of the Gospel (Acts 26:18) and the display of God's power 
over the enemy (Luke 10:19). 

As it did for Epaphras, prayer can involve wrestling. For, as Paul reminded us, “our struggle is 
not against flesh and blood,” but against “the powers of this dark world” and “the spiritual forces 
of evil in the heavenly realms” (Ephesians 6:12). Intercessory prayer is our primary offensive 
weapon. Engage in it with any degree of seriousness and you will soon find yourself in the heat 
of battle.  Ever since He sat down at the right hand of God, says the writer of Hebrews, echoing 
Psalm 110:1, Jesus “has been waiting ‘until His enemies would be made a footstool for His feet’” (Hebrews 10:13).  As He waits, He intercedes on behalf of 
the church and the world. When we join Him in His intercession, we wrestle alongside Him as He fights against His enemies.  The power is His, and the glory 
is His too, but what joy as He calls us into His victory!  From the world’s point of view, intercessory prayer appears weak. But as Paul pointed out;  

“. . . the weapons of our warfare are spiritual, not worldly. They have divine power to demolish strongholds and to take every thought captive to make it 
obedient to Christ.”  

2 Corinthians 10:4 
We must not lose heart, and we must persevere in prayer in spite of what we see. As we patiently engage in intercessory prayer through the power of the 
Holy Spirit, amazingly, God works.  One by one, Christ’s enemies are being made into a footstool for His feet.

O u r  Wa y w a r d  L o v e d - O n e s  
Diana - Praying for Emily and Javi 
Doug - Praying for Robert 
Danece - Praying for Keegan, Chad, Loren & 
Betsy 
Bill - Praying for Brett, Kane, Sam & Robert 
Lisa - Praying for Weston, Johanna & Ken 
Garrett - Praying for Tim, Lindsay, Ben & 
Trevor 
Kim - Praying for Louann & Kim 

As we intercede for these loved ones, spend 
a moment alone with the Father and ask Him 
how to pray.  Let God give us insight into 
their situations, so that we can stand in their 
place in intercession. 
Please continue to send your names, so that 
we may all be united in our prayers.  Of such 
unity as this is the Community of God’s 
People built!

& Emily have been tested positive for COVID and 
cannot return to the US, and their baby has been 
having seizures.   

Please Continue Praying for Aaron Cronen, still 
struggling with some ongoing health issues.  

This week, as we pray especially for the 
situation in Ukraine, let’s remember the 
Ukrainian Children and Families  who are 
being harmed by the war, and the Christians 
in the Russian Military who are finding 
themselves in a war they don’t want to fight.  
Pray for Protection for Children, Comfort and 
Safety for Families and Strength of Character 
for Christians in the Military.  There, but for 
the grace of God, go you and I.

Jenn Sanchez Vick 
Doug Smith 
Bill Stapleton 
Fritz Velasquez


