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C o n t a c t  Pr a y e r  N o t e s  
Sunday, February 13th Contact Prayer Team, Bill & 
Danece Stapleton, Aimie Lalas, Rob Cozort and Elle 
Tortorici reported the following: 

A Sister in Christ came seeking God to make sure that 
nothing would stand in the way of her complete 
devotion to Christ, to put Him first in every area.  Food 
seemed to be in focus as we prayed and she committed 
to stand on God’s promises and hold Jesus above every 
other thing.  It was a beautiful prayer time. 

A Sister in Christ requested prayer for her children.  
Prayed for her individually and all of our Mothers and 
families as they walk with the Lord, to raise godly children 
in a world seeking to draw them away from God’s truth.  

A Sister in Christ prayed for encouragement as she is the 
only christian in her family and wants them to be saved. 

A Sister in Christ asked for prayer over her unborn baby 
and fiancé as they are trying to navigate what to do in this 
new season. 

A Brother in Christ came to realize that, although he had 
been going to church all his life, he had never really 
heard the message about God’s grace in Jesus Christ.  
He prayed to accept Christ for the first time, to have his 
sins fully forgiven and to begin a new life.  What a joy to 
see a new life in Christ begin! 

A Sister in Christ returned to church for the first time in 
around a year and felt the Lord calling her home and 
asked for a new relationship with Him. 

T h e  G o d  W i t h  A  B r o k e n  H e a r t  
I n t e r c e s s i o n  Fo r  T h e  L o s t

“And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and 
proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction. When he saw 
the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep 
without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are 
few; therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” And 
he called to him his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, 
and to heal every disease and every affliction.”  

Matthew 9:35–10:1, ESV 

In Matthew 9:35-36 we see a poignant picture of 
Jesus’ heart for the lost.  As He is healing their 
a ff l ic t ions, going f rom place to place 
throughout the land, it’s as though He steps 

aside for a moment, where He can see all the 
people at once.  And Matthew says He is moved 
with compassion.  The Greek word Matthew uses 
here is one we might read as, “when He saw the 
crowds, His heart was broken . . .”  In older English 
we might have said, “He was undone. . .”  Jesus was 
overcome with emotion as He saw those who are 
lost, harassed and helpless, like sheep without a 
shepherd.  I cannot fathom the depth of despair He 
must have beheld or the sorrow He must have 
been experiencing.   
Perhaps even more amazing is Jesus’ response to 
all of this.  I might have said, “we need to get 
organized here!”  or “Somebody has to get out there and fight!”  Jesus, 
though, takes a different approach.  He says to His disciples; “The harvest is 
plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the 
harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” Jesus’ first line response, the 
most important thing He can think of, is to pray.  “Go to the Father,” He says, 
“and tell Him about this, and beg Him to send more laborers into His harvest!”  
That’s something to think about in this week’s daily prayers.  Jesus could have 
done anything, but He elects prayer as His primary weapon.   

Rob & Debbie Cozort 
Tanner Klein 
Adriana Shaffer

PARTNERS IN PRAYER 
F o r  C a r p i n t e r i a ,  T h e  C o a s t l a n d s  &  T h e  N a t i o n s

“. . .  for I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole counsel of God. Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has 
made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood.”        

Acts 20:26–28, ESV
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O n g o i n g  Pr a y e r  
C o n c e r n s  

G o t  a  Pr a y e r  R e q u e s t ?  
Send your requests via email to: Bill 

Stapleton or Pastor Nick Tortorici 
(wfstapleton@gmail.com)

(nick@realitycarp.com) 

Please continue to pray for Matt & Amber 
Smith.  Amber is doing better, able to work 
some now.  Pray that the “restart” for their life 
goes smoothly and God speaks clearly about 
where He wants them. 

Remember to pray for the many connected 
to our fellowship who struggle with drug 
and alcohol addiction and mental health 
issues.  Scott, Weston and others come to 
mind.  Many of us have children, siblings and 
even parents struggling with addiction and/
or mental health issues (depression, anxiety, 
destructive thought patterns, etc.). 

Please pray for Jim & Emily, missionaries in 
Indonesia.  Emily’s parents were both 
hospitalized with COVID, and her Dad 
passed away. Mom also has Parkinson’s.  
Now Jim & Emily have been tested positive 
for COVID and cannot return to the US, and 
their baby has been having seizures.   

Please Continue Praying for Aaron Cronen, 
still struggling with some ongoing health 
issues.   

Often we see this kind of prayer as a last resort, to be entered into only when all 
other resources have been exhausted.  “All we can do now is pray!” we might say.   
Interestingly, because of the addition of chapters and verses to the text, which 
occurred many centuries after it was written, we can imagine Matthew’s narrative in 
the end of chapter 9 as a scene in a play or movie, with Jesus speaking through 
tears to His disciples, entreating them to pray to the Lord of the Harvest to send 
more laborers into His harvest.  The lights dim, the scene fades to black and we 
pause to give thought to what has just occurred.  The Lord of the universe, the 
master of all that is, wants His disciples to share in His brokenness over the lost souls 
of the world, and to pray.  I this what Matthew had in mind?  We can’t know for sure, 
but I see the Holy Spirit at work, superintending for us, who read the Scripture these 
many years later.   

As the next scene opens on chapter 10 we see quite a different picture.  Now, as the 
lights come up, Jesus has called His disciples to His side, and He empowers them to 
“cast out unclean spirits and to heal every disease and every affliction.”  What do you 
imagine must have happened in the interim between the scene at the end of chapter 9 
and the very different scene at the beginning of chapter 10?  I believe the disciples must 
have done just as Jesus instructed them, and prayed fervently, as He said.  But what has 
changed?  Did they never pray before?  No, they had been praying.  I doubt that the 
words they used were different than in any other of their prayers.  I don’t think they 
innovated some new formula for prayer.  What would have been different, though, is 
that now, having beheld the broken heart of their Master, they were going to the Father 
in prayer.  The disciples prayed as Jesus asked, in response to the revelation of His 
broken heart over His creation, and as the next scene begins we see that they had 
become the answers to their own prayers.  And now, with that important piece to their 
discipleship in place, Jesus is giving them power!  As we move into the next 3 verses 
(Matthew 10:2-5) we see that Jesus names His Disciples together for the first time in 
Matthew’s Gospel.  This is significant.  Notice the order of things in the disciples’ lives 
and imagine what it would be like for the same to occur in our lives:   

1. Jesus takes them on a journey where He reveals to them His broken heart for the lost. 
2. Jesus tells them that the proper response to this awful situation is to pray. 
3. The disciples pray (implied, but not unreasonable) carrying the Lord’s broken heart into 

their prayers, as He instructed them to do. 
4. Jesus then gives them power over unclean spirits, diseases and afflictions; much the same 

kind of power He Himself has, although perhaps not absolute, as His power is. 

The God With A Broken Heart (continued)

5. Jesus calls the disciples into a unified, designated body, carrying His power and clearly identified as those through whom He will accomplish His will 
after His Death, Resurrection and Ascension are completed. 

Things are different now, owing to the passage of time and the accomplishment of another step toward the ultimate fulfillment of God’s 
will in the earth.  Jesus has gone to the cross, and He has carried our sins there (Isaiah 53:4-5) where He has died and risen again, and 
now sits at the right hand of the throne of God (Philippians 2:9-11).   Unlike those first disciples, we who stand on this side of the 
Resurrection and Ascension (Acts 1:9-11) have someone in heaven to plead our case, a man who stands as an advocate before the 
Father (1John 2:1-2).  He is Jesus, the God-man, still bearing His scars as a remembrance of the price He paid to purchase us, still 
carrying the burden of the lost world, making intercession for us (Hebrews 7:23-25) as we come to the Father through Him.  Still, the 
order of events through which Jesus takes His disciples stands as a pattern for us. 
Think of the relationships we attempt to navigate with unsaved loved ones and those who have lost their way.  Most ordinarily we 
respond to their situation from our own sense of justice, our own ability to speak and reason, trying to make sense to them.  We may 
throw up a quick, “God, help me” prayer, or even put them on our list for daily mention.  But what might have been different if we had 
followed Jesus’ example and gone first to the Father with our deep sorrow and brokenness over the situation, pouring out our hearts to 
God and begging Him to intervene?  This is intercession for the lost, Jesus style.  
Here’s the challenge:  Who are the lost ones in your life for whom you would intercede?  What is their situation?  How is their 
situation interwoven with your own?  Would you take time to go on a short journey with Jesus into their lives and situations, to see it 
all through His eyes?  Let’s do this:  Let’s put them on our list and commit together to pray.  We’ll devote a whole column of this 
prayer letter to it if needed.  Send their names via email (first names only please) and let’s raise them up together three times daily 
over the next several weeks.  What do you suppose will be the result of this?  What will God do in response to our prayers?


