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PARTNERS IN PRAYER 
F o r  C a r p i n t e r i a ,  T h e  C o a s t l a n d s  &  T h e  N a t i o n s

Contact Prayer Notes  

Sunday, October 10 Contact Prayer Team, 
Brooke Hankins, Rob Cozort, Bill Stapleton 
and Elle Tortorici recorded the following:   

A Brother in Christ praying for his 
daughter and family in South Carolina in 
the military, seeking exemption from 
COVID-19 Vaccination.  Pray God draw them 
close and help them to do the right thing, 
and end the discord & division. 

A Sister in Christ going through a hard 
divorce, learning to lean on Jesus.   Even 
Moses’ arms became tired and he needed 
help to hold up his hands.  We hold our 
sister’s hands up in prayer. 

A Brother in Christ who feels as if he’s lost 
his way, can’t find the vision of Jesus he saw 
when he first started walking with Him.  
Trouble on the job and COVID-19 has 
caused so much fear and isolation.  We 
prayed that Jesus would  draw him near and 
he would see clearly the path ahead, even 
just one step at a time. 

W e know that prayer was a big part of Jesus’ life during His ministry 
(Luke 6:12;  Matthew 26:36). He spent considerable time alone 
with the Father, and we can only speculate about the content of 

most of His prayers.  However, on a few occasions we know exactly how He 
prayed. In Matthew 19:13, He prayed for little children. In Luke 22:32, He tells 
Peter He had been praying that his faith would remain strong. And in John 
17, Jesus’ High Priestly Prayer, He prayed for His followers and “for those 
who will believe in me through their message” (verse 20). That’s us!  Now 
that Jesus has ascended back into heaven, He still prays for us. His ministry 
on our behalf continues.   

“Therefore, he is able, once and forever, to save those who come to God through him. 
He lives forever to intercede with God on their behalf.” (Hebrews 7:25, NLT)  

Jesus, the Apostle John tells us, is our “Advocate with the Father” (1 John 
2:1). An advocate pleads a case for someone else, like an attorney standing 
in the place of one who is unable to speak for themselves. We are shown 
several pictures in Scripture of what that proceeding looks like.  We have an 
Advocate in Christ, but we also have an accuser: Our mortal enemy 
broadcasts our sins before God, mocking and insulting the ones Jesus 
purchased for Himself. He is called the Satan, the adversary, who accuses us 
night and day (Revelation 12:10; Zechariah 3:1).   

I don’t think God would mind if we engage in a bit of drama here:  Imagine 
Jesus bringing your case before the throne, and then the adversary (we need 
not even say his name) ranting and raving: “OBJECTION!  She has no 
standing before this court!” He shouts.  “She is a SINNER!”  To which Jesus 
replies, whispering quietly to the Father as the adversary rages on and on.  
Then the gavel drops resoundingly.  “Standing is granted based on the once-
for-all sacrifice of my Son.  I’ll hear the case.”  

Now, this doesn’t mean God will give us everything we ask for.  He knows 
what is best, and He will act in our best interest and for all others involved in 
our case.  We can have faith in Him.  Prayer isn’t a free pass to get whatever 
we want.  But Jesus’ advocacy is sure to be effective, because He is the one 
of whom the Father said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well 
pleased” (Matthew 3:17). Of course, this little drama is a poor imitation of 
what actually occurs.  We cannot even imagine what it’s like for the prayers of 
millions of saints to come constantly before God’s throne.  This we can know, 
however:  Jesus’ prayers for us are constant, and they are perfect.  We can 
trust God to do what is best for everyone considered, even when we can’t 
see how that works, because He is good.  We need only further imagine not 
having anyone to plead our case for us to understand how important Jesus’ 
intercession is.  And we need not worry about the accuser, because Jesus is 
more powerful:  

“Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who 
justifies. Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more 
than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding 
for us.” (Romans 8:33-34)

Jesus Is Praying For You Now
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A Brother in faith asking for prayer for a 
family member, who has been depressed 
for some time and has recently been 
diagnosed with cancer. We prayed against 
the feelings of helplessness and 
hopelessness she is experiencing and that 
God would bring healing.  

Ongoing Prayer Needs 

Please be in prayer for Gabi, who had a 
second brain surgery Tuesday to implant a 
device to help deal with seizures.  She came 
through the surgery well, and now looks 
ahead to a long recovery.  Pray for God to 
return her joyful presence to our fellowship 
fully healed. 

Please continue to pray for Eisley 
Matanick , who broke her arm last week.  
Pray against infection and also pray for 
correct healing of two separate fractures. 

Please continue to pray for Penny as she 
recovers from her surgery.   We trust she will 
be back with us soon in fine form. Please 
respect privacy and do not contact Penny 
or Fritz at this time.  

Please continue to pray for Aaron Cronen 
who had emergency surgery last week.  The 
surgery was successful and Aaron is healing 
now, but please pray against infection and 
pray for a full healing.  Click Here or See 
Link at Right to help with meals. 

Please continue praying for Amber Smith, 
still suffering side effects from the COVID-19 
vaccine. Amber is improving, but is still 
struggling with neurological symptoms and 
under the care of several doctors.   This has 
been such a long struggle for both Matt and 
Amber, pray that God will encourage them 
today, as He continues to heal her. 

Please pray for Susan in the hospital in 
Riverside, recently diagnosed with Ovarian 
Cancer.  She is young and healthy, but has a 
long recovery ahead.  YHWH Rapha is the 
God who heals us. 

Please pray for Weston as he comes to 
grips with his issues of addiction.

Tanner Klein 
Adriana Shaffer 

Elle Tortorici 
Brittany Carriger

Cronen Family 

Meal Train Link 

R eality Carpinteria is blessed with a 
wonderful, dedicated staff who 
serve selflessly as the church 

grows. Pray for them by name, for their 
families and also that God will make 
them super-effective and give them joy 
in their ministry. Hint:  Intelligent prayer 
for their ministry may mean you need to 
ask each of them what they do, and how 
you can pray for them.  Dallas Willard 
writes:  “Soul” [is] the hidden or spiritual 
side of the person. It thus includes an 
individual’s thoughts and feelings, along 
with heart, or will, with its intents and 
choices. It also includes an individual’s 
bodily life and social relations, which, in their inner meaning and nature, are just as 
hidden as the thoughts and feelings.  The secret to a strong, healthy, and fruitful 
ministerial life lies in how we work with God in all of these hidden dimensions of the 
self. Together they make up the life of the real person. They are the inescapable 
sources of our outward life, and they almost totally determine what effects, for good 
or ill, our activities as ministers will have. Natural gifts, external circumstances, and 
special opportunities are of little significance. The good tree, Jesus said, “bears 
good fruit” (Matthew 7:17). If we tend to the tree, the fruit will take care of itself.”1  
Pastoring, or for that matter, and any type of church ministry is sometimes 
discouraging and always demanding.  Finding time for family is difficult, let alone 
finding time for personal soul care.  Let us always remember as we pray, amid the 
maelstrom of demands and requests, that those whom God has placed in our 
fellowship serve us well and with whole hearts. They need our support in prayer.  
Pray that God will remind them and keep them often attentive to their own soul 
care. 
1. Willard, Dallas. The Great Omission. New York, NY. HarperOne 1992. p. 123
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Pray for Our Pastors & Staff

Got A Prayer Request?  
Send your requests via email to: Bill Stapleton or Pastor Nick Tortorici. 
Also, if you know of others who would benefit from this prayer letter, and 
who will pray, forward their email address, and we’ll include them in the 
list. Our goal is to identify and build a group of prayer warriors and 
get the whole body praying together. 
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