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Partners In Prayer 1

S u n d a y ’s   
C o n t a c t  Pr a y e r  N o t e s  

A sister in Christ with family issues, going 
through an unwanted divorce, and 
concerned about the ongoing relationship 
with her child ran and their father. 

O n g o i n g  Pr a y e r  
C o n c e r n s  

Please pray for David Wiggins (Cliff’s 
Brother) in the ICU in Bakersfield after a heart 
attack.  David is 59.  He is on a vent and 
sedated.  Doctors plan to transport him to 
Cedars Sinai in LA, but this requires that a bed 
open up at Cedars, and a physician there 
must agree to take his case. 

A  M e s s a g e  Fr o m  Pa s t o r  N i c k
This is my command, love one another the way I loved you. This is the very best way to 
love. Put your life on the line for your friends.  

John 15:12-13 

Love one another. It seems so simple and so complex at the 
same time. Sure, I have no problem loving others that love me, 

treat me the way I desire, honor me, and see the good 
traits in me; but oh, those who do not, I cannot tolerate. 

Give me a person who loves me, and I’ll love them back, but give 
me a person who is irritating, insulting, unloving, disrespectful, 
obnoxious, or just plain hateful, and I am awash in dread. I cannot 
love them. I cannot even tolerate them.  

Oh, but the love of Christ! He transcends all of these things by His 
love. We often try to love and fail. It is only because we do not 
have the power of love in our hearts that only Jesus can give. We 
can fight in our Spirit to love. We can make a pact with ourselves 
to tolerate people. We can avoid these people whenever 
possible.  

Pr a y  f o r  O u r  Pa s t o r s  &  S t a f f
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Reality Carpinteria is blessed with wonderful, self-sacrificing 
Pastors and staff, who work tirelessly to meet the needs of 

the congregation.  As we approach the new year, let us 
always be in prayer for them by name, including their 

spouses, children and lifestyle situations.  Pray that our Pastors and 
leaders will be Filled with the knowledge of God’s will, through the 
wisdom that the Spirit gives; that their lives will shine as an example 
everywhere they go and in all their opportunities to speak.  Pray that 

their work will bear much fruit and that they will constantly be buoyed 
up by the encouragement of the Holy Spirit and that  the new year will 
mark a season of great success for them in their pursuits for the 
church, the community and their family.  Most of all, give thanks to 
God for providing us with exemplary men and women to lead and 
represent us.  Sometimes it may seem perfunctory to simply repeat 
their names in prayer, but I assure you, they are depending on us and 
God is expecting our fervent prayers for them.

“And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so as to 
walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him: bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; being strengthened with all power, according 
to his glorious might, for all endurance and patience with joy; giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light.”  

Colossians 1:9–12, ESV
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Please pray for Chip, struggling with 
complications of diabetes and severe back 
pain and other issues.  Thankfully the blood 
sugar issue that had doctors concerned has 
subsided.  Please continue to pray into the 
issue of pain. 

Please pray for Rita facing some medical 
challenges and seeking answers from God.  

Continue Praying for Aaron Cronen, still 
struggling with infection after surgery.   He will 
likely need another surgery sometime in the 
future. 

Please pray for Ashley, recovering from 
medical issues, and for decisions being made 
regarding her children’s future. 

Continue praying for Fritz & Penny as they 
recover from COVID.   

Continue praying for Diana as her arm and 
shoulder heal.  

Continue to pray for Gabi, as the healing 
process after brain surgery continues.  Praise 
God, Gabi has miraculously had no seizures or 
ill effects from the surgery.   

Please continue to pray for James in Hays KS, 
with COVID-19.  He is improving, but still has a 
long road ahead to recovery. 

G o t  a  Pr a y e r  R e q u e s t ?  
Send your requests via email to: Bill 
Stapleton (wfstapleton@gmail.com) or Pastor 
Nick Tortorici (nick@realitycarp.com).

But oh, the love of Christ! His love is open and available to all who 
would call on His name, to all who would humble themselves and 
surrender to Him to be filled by His love. The greatest weapon in the 
arsenal of the believer is love. It completely breaks down walls 
better than a battering ram. It tears down strongholds more aptly 
than military measures, it carries wounded souls into healing and 
grace.  

But beware! This kind of love is not subject to the world we live in. 
You may receive the same treatment as our Lord and King Jesus for 
such love.  But you will also learn to be the power and purpose you 
were created for. Tear down the brokenness in love. Hold it all down 
with battens of love. Carry the torch of love, a light to the people of 
every nation, the cornerstone of our faith as battles are waged in this 
world.  But as a believer, you my friend,  are not of this world.

  A Message From Pastor Nick (continued)

Jenn Sanchez Vick  
Aimie Lalas

Bill Stapleton
Danece Stapleton

S o  We  B e g i n  

As we greet this new year let’s make a commitment to hold 
up the ongoing needs of our congregation in prayer.  

Beyond the contact prayer that occurs on Sundays and 
the special needs we list every week, there are many 

ongoing needs we need to continually hold up in prayer.  These are 
the regular, everyday things that God dœs as we wall in fellowship. 

Pray for all those among our congregation with chronic health 
conditions: autoimmune, diabetes, heart disease, respiratory 
diseases, gastrointestinal issues, the residual effects of Covid or the 
covid vaccine. (Amber, Angi, Dominique, Aaron, James, Linda, 
Penny, Diana, Darrellen, Chip, Rita, Summer are just a few that come 
to mind.) 

Many in our fellowship have family members dealing with alcohol 
and drug addictions. Scott, Weston, Ken come to mind, but you 
likely know many more.   

Mental health needs - there are many among us, friends and family 
who are struggling with anxiety, fear, depression in the wake of the 
changes in our culture and society, as well as ongoing mental health 
diagnoses and suicidal thoughts.   

Pray that the Lord will bring healing as he draws our community to 
Himself.
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