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Partners In Prayer 1

Contact Prayer Notes 
Sunday, January 23rd Contact Prayer Team, Rob & 
Debbie Cozort, Fritz Velasquez and Heidi Tortorici 
reported the following: 

A Brother in Christ asked for prayer for Susan who 
volunteers alongside him at a local recovery ministry.  
Today’s message exposed the hearts of Christians who 
struggle amidst the right and left political issues of our 
day.   Prayer for the Holy Spirit to give our brother words 
of wisdom and comfort to counteract the soulish rhetoric 
overtaking Gods purposes at the recovery ministry and 
elsewhere. 

A Sister in Christ requested prayer for wisdom in making 
the decision to marry or not to marry, or perhaps to wait 
longer before decision is made. 

A Sister in Christ who has been isolated recently due to 
landline failures and other issues.  Feeling frustration and 
isolation in this experience. and now has learned she 
must find a new place to live.  Praying for God to provide. 

Ongoing Prayer Concerns 

Please Continue Praying for Aaron Cronen, still 
struggling with infection after surgery and the 
whole family is still recovering from COVID-19.  

Please pray for Ashley, recovering from medical 
issues, and for decisions being made regarding 
her children’s future. 

Continue praying for Diana as her arm and 
shoulder heal.  She is healing well and will start 
back in her ministry here at church in February.   
Also, continue to pray for Penny and Gabi, as they 
both continue the healing process after brain 
surgery.  Thanks to God for His wonderful healing 
grace! 

Please continue to pray for Mark and Stacey 
Volpei, in Tennessee struggling with COVID-19.  

Pr a y i n g  D a n g e r o u s l y  
Seeking God in Intimate Fellowship

“I sought the Lord, and he answered me and delivered me from all my fears. Those who look to him are radiant, and their faces shall never be 
ashamed. This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him and saved him out of all his troubles. The angel of the Lord encamps around those 
who fear him, and delivers them. Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good! Blessed is the man who takes refuge in him!”  

Psalm 34:4–8, ESV 

Sometimes it seems as if my prayer life consists mainly of working through the lists and 
concerns others bring to me.  This isn’t bad, it’s important that when someone asks for 
prayer we actually do pray for what they’re asking for.  This is how community happens.  

There are nearly 60 “one-another” statements in the New Testament, given as instruction to the 
young churches (and to us) concerning internal behavior.  Mostly they revolve around our need 
to get past our own concerns, biases, ideals and aggravations to the place at which we begin 
acting toward one another in love.  When we get involved in one another’s lives we come to 
understand each other's struggles, and we find that the Holy Spirit uses that connection as the 
glue that binds us together.  Naturally, we fear this because giving others insight into our 
struggles and weaknesses makes us vulnerable.  So, even in the best of situations, we exercise 
self-disclosure of this kind very judiciously.  The fact is, though, that the more we pray for one 
another, and the more honestly and openly we allow each other to pray, the tighter and more 
cohesive our fellowship becomes. 

But it would be a mistake to think that this is all our prayer lives are supposed to be; lists of 
concerns and requests.  Surely God, who we know desires to guide us in our lives, must have 
something to say, as well.  We have been offered a level of deep belonging, intimate fellowship, 
quiet, personal conversation that goes far beyond lists, and transcends the boundaries of our 
ability to generate relationship.  Some worry about this type of fellowship in prayer.  “What 
happens if I make a mistake?” they ask.  “How do I know if it’s really God who is speaking and not 
just last night’s garlic chicken?”  Admittedly, it takes time to learn how to wait on God and hear His 
voice.  And yes, we can make mistakes.  That’s why we begin with small issues, our own 
weaknesses, repairing broken relationships, etc. not who should I marry or what house should I 
buy.  But in time we learn and develop confidence in Him.  After all, it is about His ability to guide 
us, not our ability to follow.  Moreover, to exclude this deeper fellowship with the Father relegates 
our prayer to the realm of emotions, how we feel about things, and circumstances rather than 
faith.   

“If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him. But let him 
ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind. For that person 
must not suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord;” (James 1:5–7, ESV) 

“And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he 
rewards those who seek him.” (Hebrews 11:6, ESV) 

But the question remains; how do we begin this deeper kind of prayer life?  “Taste and see . . .” 
says the Psalmist  “.. . . that the Lord is good.” (Psalm 34:8)  When we have exhausted our lists, and 
become tired of hearing ourselves say the same phrases over and over again; when we have 
reached the end of our ability to pray, that is the time for us to step into deeper relationship.  Here 
are some scripture-affirming checkpoints to help as you begin: 
1. Make sure your heart is clean and your conscience clear before God.  Give the Holy Spirit 

time to show you if you any sin that could stand in the way.  This is the best place to begin.  
Be as open and vulnerable as you can before Him and ask:  “If there are things you want me 
to deal with before I come into your presence, please tell me.”  Psalm 139:1-6; 66:18 

2. Acknowledge that it is the direction and energy of the Holy Spirit that brings us into prayer, 
not our own efforts.  John 16:13-15; 10:27 

Bill & Danece Stapleton 
Cliff & Angi Wiggins
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Partners In Prayer 2

Please continue to pray for Matt & Amber 
Smith.  Amber is doing better, able to work 
some now.   

Please pray for Barbara Miller (Terry’s 
friend).  She is 83, has COVID and is having 
a pretty rough time. 

Remember to pray for the many 
connected to our fellowship who struggle 
with drug and alcohol addiction.  Scott, 
Weston and others come to mind.  Many 
of us have children, siblings and even 
parents struggling with addiction.   

Pray for those among us with chronic 
health conditions: autoimmune, diabetes, 
heart and respiratory diseases, 
gastrointestinal issues, the residual effects 
of COVID or the Vaccine. Many in or 
connected to our fellowship have Mental 
Health Needs - anxiety, fear, depression 
and suicidal thoughts. Pray that the Lord 
will bring healing to all connected to our 
fellowship as he draws our community to 
Himself. 

Got a Prayer Request? 
Send your requests to: Bill Stapleton 
(wfstapleton@gmail.com) or Pastor Nick 
Tortorici (nick@realitycarp.com). 

3. Consciously set aside your own preconceived 
notions and ideas about what you should pray.  
Romans 8:26-27 

4. Humble yourself before the Lord and resist the 
enemy vigorously.  James 4:7-10 

5. Praise Him in faith for the remarkable time of 
prayer and fellowship you are about to have 
together.  Psalm 104:4-5 

6. Wait in silent expectancy.  Listen for 
impressions and ideas He may inspire in your 
mind.  Then in obedience and faith, speak out 
what God brings to your mind, knowing that 
you are hearing His voice.  Begin praying 
regarding that subject and don’t move on to 
something else until you have completely 
discharged it.  Psalm 46:7-11 

7. Have your Bible handy.  Often God will use 
Scripture either to guide your thoughts or to 
confirm what He is saying.  Psalm 119:104  

Perhaps it is good to remember that the business of 
intimate fellowship with God is more like art than 
science; more like music than technical writing.  We 
learn by doing, but being comes before doing.    We 
develop habits that involve speaking to Him and 
listening for His voice, and we learn to wait.  When 
God lingers without an immediate answer, we learn 
patience.  When He answers immediately He 
expects obedience. 
If you’ve determined that you desire more than lists 
and requests, begin here.  God will meet you and 
you’ll never be the same again. 

Praying Dangerously  (continued)

7 Days to Pray for Worship Ministry
“Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth! Serve the Lord with gladness! Come into his presence with singing! Know that the Lord, he is God! It is he who made us, and we 
are his; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise! Give thanks to him; bless his name! For the Lord is 
good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all generations.”         Psalm 100

3. Ask for a powerful anointing of the Holy 
Spirit upon the team. That they would not 
just lead us, but that they would find 
themselves, also, lost in the wonder of 
worship.   

4. Ask for them to be yielded to and led by 
the Spirit, as they plan and prepare, 
throughout rehearsal and then especially 
during service; that they will lead solely 
in God’s power.   

5. Ask that God will grant them focus. It’s 
easy to be distracted when facing an 
entire congregation of people.   

6. Ask for peace for those who might 
silently be bearing their own burdens. 
Everyone sees the leaders on stage, and 
those leaders want to show God’s joy as 
they lead. That can be hard to do amidst 
your own heartache and personal 
struggle. 

7. Ask that the sung word will set the table 
for the spoken word.; that the Holy Spirit 
will orchestrate the entire service. 

So there it is!  7 things to focus on and pray 
through over the next 7 days.  Will you do it?  
I’m convinced we’ll reach a new level in 
worship if we give ourselves to it in prayer, 
not through any change in God, but we 
become ready to engage at a higher level.

7 Days to Pray (continued)

continued

W orship is such a huge part of what we do at Reality 
Carpinteria, and yet we can so easily take it for granted.  

We all arrive on Sunday morning expecting that someone 
will be up front, ready to lead us into worship.  Think again about 
that.  We aren’t merely asking for someone to play music.  We want 
much more.  We’re asking for several people who have musical 
talent and skills to be there —  “all prayed up” if you will — and 
spiritually prepared to lead the whole congregation into life-altering 
worship.  We’re asking them to make sure that whatever drama or 
discord is going on in their personal lives is either dealt with or put 
on hold as they step up.  It’s so much more than just music!   
In 2 Chronicles 20:1-31 Israel’s king Jehoshaphat, after receiving a 
word from the Lord about a coming battle, appoints singers and 
worship leaders to precede the army. This may have seemed 
unusual but it was what God ordered, and the fact that Israel won 
that battle without fighting is the evidence that God was in it.  As a 
congregation, we are not wrestling foreign armies, but against “the 
rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this 

present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 
places.” (Ephesians 6:12) and the only way to prevail does not 
involve ordinary weapons, but rather, requires weapons that “have 
divine power to destroy strongholds, dismantling arguments and 
every vain thing raised against the knowledge of God.” (2 
Corinthians 10:3–4) .  Seriously, this is important! 
So, here’s the challenge:  Since we so highly value the ministry of 
worship we share in, let’s set aside time over the next 7 days to pray 
that God would make it super effective.  Set a reminder on your 
phone, or ask someone else to help you remember.  3 times daily 
over the next week, stop what you’re doing for just a few minutes 
and pray, placing the following requests before the Father:   
1. Ask that God would raise up passionate volunteers, 

especially  in the AV/tech ministry, who understand the 
importance of presentation in worship. 

2. Ask for unity among team members.   That they will be united 
among themselves, loving each other sacrificially.   

Ongoing Prayer Requests     (continued)
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